
Notes of meeting Neighbourhood Plan Housing Forum (Facilitated by Tim Clewer) 

7.30pm Saturday 19
th

 March 2016 at Throgmorton Hall, Dunkeswell 

 

14 people attended. Mr Clewer explained the recent changes in planning terms as the East Devon District 

Council Local Plan has now been made. He then summarised the outcomes of the 2014 Neighbourhood Plan 

survey and explained that this forum was to enable people to have their say on one of the most important 

elements of the plan. The Neighbourhood Plan process was clarified and the next steps were outlined, and 

that this will culminate in a referendum. 

 

Mr Clewer explained that everyone’s views are important and that the plan will be a true a reflection as 

possible  

 

School – although there was strong feeling in favour of a school, there was stronger feeling that this was not 

desired at the cost of large scale development.  

 

Approximately 10 sheltered accommodation units was suggested as a valuable addition to the village, it was 

felt this would need to be central to the village amenities. It was still felt that provision of one bedroom flats 

or bungalows suitable for independent living for the elderly. It was felt that care provision, being able to 

afford the cost of living and ensuring company and companionship to aid quality of life. By helping the 

older residents into smaller accommodation (rented or owned) this would also free up family sized 

accommodation in the parish. 

 

There was still a desire for reasonably priced three and four bedroom open market houses in the community, 

how these might be achieved is the question, this could also be achieved by extensions which are very much 

supported where they are appropriate. It was still clear that a mix of owned and rented accommodation was 

needed, particularly low cost housing for local people, especially those missed by the eligibility criteria of 

Affordable Housing (eg young married couples who are working but with no children, single people). 

 

Increasing traffic volume and calming was discussed as was the lack of footway through the village and a 

footpath was felt a far better option than calming, the idea of a permanent community owned speed camera 

was mooted and the suggestion came that the 30mph zone should extend past Lakeview Manor. The 

footpath link was considered of primary importance if CIL or S106 money was available. The importance of 

protecting and improving village facilities, including the reopening of a pub, access and public transport was 

prime to everyone, even those who didn’t use certain facilities. There was a strong theme that facilities must 

be retained and wherever possible brought into community ownership. 

 

A strong theme was still that planning for the future should not simply be about built environment, but more 

centrally about retaining the feel of the village and designing to encourage and enable community spirit to 

regrow and give people quality of life. Dunkeswell is a rural community and integration is ever more 

important as government cuts reduce services. Community is increasingly important to the happiness of all 

generations. It was felt that a primary school would help greatly with building that long term community 

spirit for future generations. 

 

Work live was endorsed as providing a further means of housing people in the parish who have their own 

business, with evidence that where units are already lived in on the industrial estate there is a lower crime 

rate, lower traffic movements to work, and improved look and feel to the employment land.  This could be a 

key to the much needed regeneration of the area.   

 

Succession farming and agriculturally justified housing need was discussed briefly, it was felt necessary and 

useful in supporting our rural economy, it was stressed though that need must be proven and justified. 

 

Mr Clewer thanked all those who had attended for their valuable input and closed the meeting at 9pm 

 


