
Notes of meeting Neighbourhood Plan Housing Forum (Facilitated by Tim Clewer and Anne Barratt) 

2-4.30pm Saturday 11
th

 October 2014 at Throgmorton Hall, Dunkeswell 

 

25 people attended. Mr Clewer summarised the firm outcomes of the recent Neighbourhood Plan survey and 

explained that this forum was to enable people to have their say on one of the most important elements of 

the plan. The Neighbourhood Plan process was clarified and the next steps were outlined. 

 

Mrs Pym voiced an opinion on the provision of one bedroom flats or bungalows suitable for independent 

living for the elderly. It was felt that care provision, being able to afford the cost of living and ensuring 

company and companionship to aid quality of life. By helping the older residents into smaller 

accommodation (rented or owned) this would also free up family sized accommodation in the parish. 

 

It was made very clear that a mix of owned and rented accommodation was needed, particularly low cost 

housing for local people, especially those missed by the eligibility criteria of Affordable Housing (eg young 

married couples who are working but with no children, single people). 

 

Provision of bus shelters and more facilities for the elderly such as benches as well as the footpath link were 

considered important if CIL or S106 money was available. 

 

Young people are also in need of help with independent and or affordable accommodation, the youth club 

consultations led to interesting ideas as to the shape of housing for young adults (16-25). Suggestions were 

for small living units that could be a stepping stone between the parental home and the greater expense of a 

house to learn an independent lifestyle after education when in low paid employment or training 

schemes/apprenticeships. 

 

The Mother and toddler group were consulted and there was a theme of needing larger houses (three 

bedroom) particularly private ownership. 

 

It was agreed it was hard to quantify exactly the need and spread of type of houses for the next 20 years, but 

it can only be assumed that current interest and need will be a good start and may increase with population. 

 

The importance of facilities, access and public transport was prime to everyone, even those who didn’t use 

certain facilities. There was a strong theme that facilities must be retained and wherever possible brought 

into community ownership. 

 

Making Dunkeswell more accessible by public transport for working people was also an emotive area, that 

needs addressing.  Buses miss connections to early trains so therefore rule out places of work such as Exeter 

for young people from the village – this may make them want to move to the city for work rather than 

commute. Car share was immediately suggested between several people in the room, or maybe bus to train 

link via TRIP, or offering pre-bought tickets to encourage the bus company to start the service. 

 

In terms of solutions, there was wide support for people wanting to extend their houses/convert lofts to 

accommodate family if they blend well with the surroundings. Also the idea of splitting houses to 

accommodate granny flats or create two smaller units. 

 

Land availability was discussed, for instance, when providing sheltered housing for elderly people nearer to 

the shop and doctors would be preferable. It could be the tennis court might be a suitable spot if, and only if 

the facility could be relocated to the sports field or school site. 

 

The footpath link between old and new village with the incorporation of a dog walking field was also felt 

important by the whole room for community integration as well as access and enjoyment. Equally cyclists 

and horse riders would like safer routes. Accessing the airfield employment land safely by foot/cycle from 

all parts of the village was high priority as it has been for at least 25 years. 

 



It was agreed that planning for the future should not simply be about built environment, but more centrally 

about retaining the feel of the village and designing to encourage and enable community spirit to regrow and 

give people quality of life. Dunkeswell is a rural community and integration is ever more important as 

government cuts reduce services. Community is increasingly important to the happiness of all generations. It 

was felt that a primary school would help greatly with building that long term community spirit for future 

generations. 

 

Work live was endorsed as providing a further means of housing people in the parish who have their own 

business, with evidence that where units are already lived in on the industrial estate there is a lower crime 

rate, lower traffic movements to work, and improved look and feel to the employment land.  This could be a 

key to the much needed regeneration of the area.   

 

Everyone in the room agreed that a primary school would be key to the future sustainability of the 

community in terms of retaining the younger generation.  A primary school would also secure the viability 

of the preschool, as future legislation requiring management staff to have higher level qualifications might 

render a stand-alone preschool financially unviable. 

 

Dunkeswell is incredibly lucky in having a very strong community run youth club with over 100 members, 

when many council funded youth clubs are now closing due to cuts. The whole community are proud of our 

young people and we are lucky that our landscape provides employment and opportunity, therefore helping 

the younger generation stay within our community was once again the subject of discussion. 

 

Mr Clewer thanked all those who had attended for their valuable input and closed the meeting 

 

  

 

 


