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 DUNKESWELL & SHELDON 
PARISH NEWS  

Circulation: +950 copies going to every 
house in Dunkeswell & Sheldon.  
10 issues per year. 
Production and Publication by Dunkeswell 
Parochial Church Council 
Contents: Text & adverts should be relevant 
to Dunkeswell and Sheldon and submitted for 
printing in A5 size  
 

Finance: The average cost of the 10 copies in 
the year is £10. Publication costs are met 
from: Reader’s Subscriptions: May be handed 
to magazine distributors, the PCC treasurer or 
any PCC members. Cheques made payable to 
PCC Dunkeswell  
Donations from Societies and Organisations 
whose reports are included. 
  
 

 

Advertising: As a Community service,         
advertising rates are kept as low as possible 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
Dunkeswell  St, Nicholas: 
Mrs. Carol Fouracre: Middle Tencery, 
Dunkeswell,    EX14 4QZ   01404 891621 
 

Mr. Peter Girling: Old Sheldon Grange, 
Dunkeswell, EX14 4SE    01823 680677  
 

Sheldon  St. James the Greater  
Mr.Keith McEwan:  Trederwen, Sheldon   
EX14 4QU          01404  841511  
                            [                                                                             
SECRETARIES TO PAROCHIAL CHURCH 
COUNCIL: 
Church Administrator: Sara Gordon 
07717222404—admin@dunkeswell.org.uk 
Dunkeswell:  Carol Fouracre  - Middle 
Tencery, Tencery Orchard. Dunkeswell 
 E-mail:   carol.fouracre@btinternet.com                         
01404 891621 
 

Sheldon Parish Council Secretary:   
Claudia Napier 01404 841482 
 

WELCOME TO DUNKESWELL LEAFLETS: 
A Dunkeswell PCC production, available to all 
newcomers, through magazine distributors.  

Editor:  
Janine Deane-Dinnis                     
0787 9873718  / 01404 890085  
Email:  
dunkeswellmagazine@gmail.com   
    
Advertising:                                
Gordon Lewis,   
12 Kennedy Way, Dunkeswell,     
EX14 4XG  01404 891872  
johnlewis583@btinternet.com  
 

Distribution Manager:                 
Mrs Ann Stevens,  
Connetts Farm, Dunkeswell  
EX14 4QZ    01404 891684 
 

Printing carried out by:  
Axminster Printing Co.  
01297 32266  
www.axminsterprinting.co.uk 

Advertising Rates:    
 Cover pages   x 10 issues: 
£127.00 full page     £76.00 half    
£44.00 1/4 page (not  available)  
 Inside pages  x 10 issues: 
£107.00  -full page    £67.00—half      
£ 41.00—1/4 page 
Inside pages  x single issue 
 £22.00—full page    £17.00- half   
£14.00 1/4 page 
NB: Adverts: MUST be submitted in size 

and format as they are to be printed  

mailto:carol.fouracre@btinternet.com
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DUNKESWELL & SHELDON ORGANISATIONS  
 

Dunkeswell Methodist Church: Tony & Edith. Butler             01823 680441 

Dunkeswell Parish Council: Mr. John Barrow   (Chairman)        01404 891676 

Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Kay Smith                                01404 892757 

Footpaths & Tree Warden: Mr. John Barrow                     01404 891676 

D & C Police HQ                                                                    101 

Dunkeswell Surgery:                                                           01823 681720 

Blackdown Practice Manager: Mrs. Karen Button            01823 680555 

Dunkeswell Post Office: Julie Meads & Kerri Winter        01404 891832 

Dunkeswell Village Hall: Ceinwen Conroy   (Bookings)               01404 891564  
Dunkeswell Village Hall: Chairman Trevor Berry   01404 891677 
Dunkeswell Art Group: Christine Beresford                     01404 891820 

Dunkeswell Allotment Assoc. Paul Lapping                       01404 891766 

Dunkeswell Bell Ringers: Brenda Eastell                            01395 487117 

Dunkeswell Hand Bell Ringers:  Mrs. B Simmonds             01404 549107 

Dunkeswell Garden Society:  Mrs Heather Sweetland    01823 680287 

Dunkeswell Pre-School/Toddlers: Mrs. Helen Brooks       01404 891622 

Throgmorton Community Hall: Jackie Upton    07595318458  
     or Kerri Winter   01404 890214 

The Aviator: Mr. Jason Farrant                                              01404 890009 

Ladybirds:  TBA   ( Chairperson)                                    

Dunkeswell Youth Club: Mrs. Anne Barratt                         01404 891692 

Dunkeswell Memorial Museum:  
Dunkeswell Rovers AFC: Mr. Rob Williams (Secretary)    07881373845 

Highfield Sports & Social Club: Mr.Gary Foxwell                 01404 891921 

Highfield Garage: Alister Pym, Shaun Prettejohn                01404 891258 

Highfield Stores: Julie Meads & Kerri Winter                       01404 891015    
Devon/Somerset Flight Training: Mr. Brendan Proctor     01404 891643 

Skydive UK Ltd: Mr. Jason Farrant                                           01404 890222 

Devon/Somerset Gliding Club: Mr. Stuart Procter               01404 841147 

Somerset Microlights:                                                               01404 891880 

SW Airfields Heritage Trust:                                                     01823 680692 

Sheldon Neighbourhood Watch: Mr. David Whipp             01404 841598 

Sheldon Parish Meeting:     Claudia Napier                            01404 841482                              
Sheldon Singers: Mrs. Julie De’Ath- Lancaster                      01884 821381 

Sheldon Village Hall: Mrs. Andrea Carr (Bookings)                    01404 841367 

Blackdown Support Group: Elizabeth McNab                            01823 681036 

MP: Mr. Neil Parish – Local message line                                    02072 197172 

DCC Ward Member: Iain Chubb                                                    01297  35468 

EDDC Ward Member: Mr. Colin Brown                                         01404  42309 

EDDC Dog Warden                                                                        01395 571517 
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All copy for the Parish News should be with the Editor by the 
12th of each month.  A5 in size and in either Word or PDF  
Format.    Thank you.     dunkeswellmagazine@gmail.com 

Calendar dates should cover: - 1st May to 7th June. 2021 

Janine Deane-Dinnis—07879873718 / 01404 890085 

Disclaimer: The Parish News accepts no liability for:-                                                           
Any claim made by any advertising.                                                                                                        
Any error or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.                                                  
Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.                                                                                                  
Any opinion expressed in articles in the Parish News which may be those of the 
author but not necessarily of the editor. 

Editors Note:    
Happy Easter to you all. 
It seemed 2021 would never arrive, and here we are, already a  
quarter of the way through the year ! 
 

Due to +360 days of lockdown, with the cancellation of all  
regular and other events, you may have noticed that the  
magazine's content has had to change.   
I have tried to fill those pages that would normally publicise 
coffee mornings, clubs, outings etc., with interesting and      
informative topics.   
 

Hopefully, once the lockdown finally comes to an end, we can 
again load the magazine with announcements about all those 
social and community events that we've sorely missed. 
 

Buying a used car can often be a minefield.   Check out the in-
formation on page 47 , which will help you through it! 
 

Janine    
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Covid secure local elections to go ahead 

 

After much speculation the Government has announced 
that local elections will go ahead in May as scheduled. 
 

This means that there will be elections for Devon County 
Council and for the Police and Crime Commissioner on       
6 May. 
 

The government has published a delivery plan which        
includes ensuring that all polling stations will be Covid-

secure.  Hand sanitizers will be available, everyone will be 
asked to wear face coverings and the number of people  
allowed into the polling stations at any one time will be     
restricted to ensure social distancing is maintained.   
Voters will be encouraged to bring their own pen or 
pencil to mark their ballot papers. 
 

As in all elections, voters will have a choice between in   
person and absent voting.  
The deadline for receipt of applications to vote by post 
is 5pm on 20 April and the deadline for receipt of proxy 
applications is 5pm on 27 April.  
 

Currently lockdown restrictions prevent political parties from 
door to door campaigning or leafleting  but the government 
says it will issue new guidance nearer the elections. 
 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NjA4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ292ZXJubWVudC9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbnMvbWF5LTIwMjEtcG9sbHMtZGVsaXZlcnktcGxhbj91dG1fbWVkaXVt
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NjA4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Vhc3RkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvZWxlY3Rpb25zLWFuZC1yZWdpc3RlcmluZy10by12b3RlL3ZvdGluZy93YXlzLXRvLXZvdGUvdm90
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NjA4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Vhc3RkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvZWxlY3Rpb25zLWFuZC1yZWdpc3RlcmluZy10by12b3RlL3ZvdGluZy93YXlzLXRvLXZvdGUvdm90
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NjA4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Vhc3RkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvZWxlY3Rpb25zLWFuZC1yZWdpc3RlcmluZy10by12b3RlL3ZvdGluZy93YXlzLXRvLXZvdGUvdm90
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTkuMzU1NjA4MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2Vhc3RkZXZvbi5nb3YudWsvZWxlY3Rpb25zLWFuZC1yZWdpc3RlcmluZy10by12b3RlLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9z
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Welcome back  

to St Nicholas Church 
 

 
 

Church Services 

11.00 am (unless otherwise stated) 

 

April 2021  
 

Apr 04:  Easter Day  Holy Communion    Rev’d John Hayhoe  
Apr 11:   Holy Communion  (9.30 am )     Rev’d Jane Penn    
Apr 18:   Morning Prayer                           Peter Girling  

Apr 25:   Morning Worship                      Rev ’d John Hayhoe 
                  
It is not yet known whether there will be a Good Friday Service  

at Wolford Chapel.   
Please check website or look for notices nearer the time. 

 

 

May 02:  Holy Communion                      Rev ’d John Hayhoe 

May 09:  Holy Communion  (9.30 am)     Rev’d Jane Penn   
 
 

SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES  
CURRENTLY APPLY 
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 HAVE YOU HEARD?  DID YOU KNOW? 

One day, a man went to visit a church. He arrived early, parked 
his car, and got out.  Another car pulled up near him, and the 
driver told him, “I always park there. You took my place!” 

The visitor went inside for Sunday School, found an empty seat, 
and sat down. A young lady from the church approached him 
and stated, “That’s my seat! You took my place!” The visitor was 
somewhat distressed by this rude welcome but said nothing. 

After Sunday School, the visitor went into the church sanctuary 
and sat down. Another member walked up to him and said, 
“That’s where I always sit. You took my place!” The visitor was 
even more troubled by this treatment but still said nothing. 

Later, as the congregation was praying for Christ to dwell among 
them, the visitor stood, and his appearance began to change. 
Horrible scars became visible on his hands and his sandaled 
feet. Someone from the congregation noticed him and called out, 
“What happened to you?” 

The visitor replied, “I took your place.” 

Jesus died for us. He took our place and died for our sins on 
the cross at Calvary. 

Live this new life that He gave us, expressing our gratitude 
to Jesus for taking our place. 

 

https://www.turnbacktogod.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/Jesus-Died-For-You.jpg
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Prayer Intention for April: 
Prayer Intercessions for April 

Introductions- as for March and for each month. These are only       
suggestions to help-------Thank you- Peter Horder.  Tel: 01404 890094 

 

April 1st   Maundy Thursday. Help us Lord. To be thankful, that we 
may ever hold you in remembrance, through your gift of your holy 
Mysteries. We pray that we may find in them your pledge to us of 
eternal life and peace in your presence 

April 2nd   Good Friday. Lord Jesus, it was for us and for our salvation 
that you suffered and died. May we watch and wait at the foot of the 
cross and receive a deeper understanding of what you have done for 
us-of what we owe to you, our gracious Redeemer. 
April 3rd   Easter Eve. May we rest and reflect today, following the 
emotion of Holy Week-to give thanks for the gift of Lent-its challenges 
and opportunities for us to be transformed-as we look forward with 
expectations to the promise of Easter Day 

April 4th   Easter Day. Christ the Lord is Risen today, Alleluya. As you 
triumphed over death, may we be raised up with you, O Lord, into the 
fullness of life. 
April 5th   Monday of Easter Week. We thank you living Lord for the 
gospel of your Resurrection, which has brought life and immortality to 
all believers. 
April 6th   Tuesday of Easter Week. We pray for staff and female     
students within schools in N. Nigeria. For the return in safety of those 
abducted by Boko Haram militants. 
April 7th   Wednesday of Easter Week. We pray for our Churchward-
ens and PCC officers, giving thanks for their expertise and dedication 
to their duties, in the care of our congregations and churches across 
our Mission Community 

April 8th   Thursday of Easter Week. We give thanks for the provision 
of Food banks up and down the country-for volunteers-for the gen-
erosit of those who give-and for families in need given this lifeline. 
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April 9th   Friday of Easter Week. Give  thanks for the life and ministry 
of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran Pastor-a respected theologian and 
lecturer. He apposed the philosophy of Nazism, which led to his arrest 
in 1943, and was murdered in Flossenburg concentration camp on this 
day in 1945. 
April 10th   Saturday of Easter Week. Pray for Myanmar and her     
people-may the ongoing protests against the military coup quieten 
down, with no more violence and loss of life-enabling the country to 
return to stability and peace. 
April 11th   2nd Sunday of Easter. O Lord give us grace and courage to 
share the Good News with determination and hope in our hearts so 
the world may rejoice with Easter praises and thanksgiving. 
April 12th   We pray for those who traffic drugs into the South West, 
involving young people to distribute them.  May they realise the harm 
and distress they cause, by placing financial gain before people’s 
health and welfare. 
April 13th   We pray for the residents in Plymtree parish:- their young 
families, staff and children at the primary school-the elderly and 
housebound-the witness of the Church Community. 
April 14th   We reflect upon Psalm 34 V 5:- Those who look towards 
the Lord will shine with joy, and no longer hang their heads in shame. 
April 15th   Pray for parents across our Mission Community planning 
Holy Baptism for themselves and their children, when restrictions are 
lifted. 
April 16th   We reflect upon God’s commands to Israel at Horeb-and to 
us today:- When you raise your eyes and see the sun, the moon and 
the stars in their heavenly array, do not be tempted to worship and 
serve them-look to Yaweh your God who has brought you out of slav-
ery, to be the people of his own! Deuteronomy 4 V 19-20. 
April 17th   We give thanks for the pilots and medical staff of the Dev-
on and Cornwall Air Ambulance Services. 
April 18th   3rd Sunday of Easter. May we put our trust in the risen 
Lord and Saviour – and proclaim through thought word and deed, that 
Jesus is the Resurrection and the life to all believers. 
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April 19th   Alphege – We give thanks to his life and witness, as a monk 
at Deerhurst near Gloucester, and later as a hermit in Somerset.      
Became Abbot of Bath and in 984 Bishop of Winchester.  In 1005 
made Archbishop of Canterbury, where his austere life and lavish 
almsgiving made him a revered, much loved man. Taken prisoner by 
the Danes in 1011, with a ransom of £3000 on his head which he re-
fused to pay – forbidding anyone from doing so.  
Murdered at Greenwich in 1012 

April 20th   Pray for Dunkeswell Parish Councillors, giving thanks for 
their dedication and expertise in all that they undertake for our well - 
being and security. 
April 21st   We remember Anselm – Teacher of the faith, 1033 – 1109, 
who spent 34 years in monastic life at Bec – writing devotional works.  
Made Archbishop of Canterbury in 1093 – exiled twice for champion-
ing the rights of the church against the authority of King Rufus. 
April 22nd   Pray through Barnabas fund for the many Armenians and 
soldiers held by Azerbaijan as prisoners of war, a Muslim majority 
country. Some have been brutally killed.  May God comfort those who 
mourn and those who do not know whether loved one are alive or 
dead. 
April 23rd.   St. George’s Day. Patron of England. Most likely a  Roman 
Soldier at the end of the 3rd century, who slew a dragon near Sylene 
in Libya, in return for the city’s residents to accept Jesus as Lord and 
to be baptised. He was Martyred around 303 at Lydda in  
Palestine. 
April 24th   We give thanks for those who advertise in our Parish 
Magazines - helping their businesses and our monthly production 
costs. 
April 25th   4th Sunday of Easter. A prayer for today:- Almighty God, 
may we love your commands and hold on to your promises – placing 
our hearts in your Kingdom, where true joys are to  be found. 
April 26th   Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist. We give thanks for the 
inspired witness and the gospel record of Mark, praying that we may 
be grounded in the truth, and faithful to its teaching. 
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April 27th   We remember the life and Spiritual writings of Christina 
Rossetti, poet. Born in 1830, and associated with the Pre-Raphaelite 
Brotherhood. Well known for her poetry on religious subjects – but 
also the sadness of unrequited or disappointed love.  She was the   
author of the carol.  “In the bleak mid-winter.”  
She died on December 29th 1894. 
April 28th   Pause to reflect - Every person of discretion acts by the 
light of knowledge, whereas the fool parades his folly. Proverbs 13 V 
16. 

April 29th   We give thanks for the ministry of Catherine of Siena – 
Teacher of the Faith – born in 1347, the second youngest of 25       
children. She became a Dominican Ordinand at 18 – leading a contem-
plative life of prayer, devoting herself to active care of the poor and 
sick. Also an adviser on political matters, journeying to Avignon as   
ambassador to the pope. She wrote numerous letters of counsel and 
direction. She died following a stroke on this day in 1380. 

April 30th   We pray for the protection of N Korean Christians in prison 
labour camps – even detained if possessing a Bible.  Whilst we give 
thanks for the religious freedom we enjoy, helping us to live by the 
presence of God’s word.  
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Letter from the Rector: 
 

 

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH 
DUNKESWELL -  

POSSIBLE CLOSURE 

 

We need residents and businesses to show 
their support for their Church,  

if they want to keep it. 
For the Church to be available for Christmas, 
Mothering Sunday and Easter Services, for 
Weddings, Baptisms and Funerals please 

come forward with your thoughts and ideas. 
The Parish Church Council needs help and  

volunteers to assist with all aspects of running 
the church.  

Musicians to form a band, ideas for services, 
bellringing, gardening, maintenance etc. 

All help and ideas gratefully received. 
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A public meeting will be held prior to the     
Annual Parish Church Meeting in the second 

week in May (Date in May’s Magazine) to     
decide the future of St Nicholas Church. 
Please attend and tell us what you want 

 

USE IT OR LOSE IT 

 

Church Wardens and PCC 

St Nicholas Church 
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Methodist Church 

Dunkeswell 
 

Rev. Zdzisiu Hendzel      
01823 662724  
All are welcome to our services 
at 11a.m. 

  
 

 

    Church Calendar April/May 

 

"The Church Council has decided to open on Easter Sunday, 
April 4th at 11.00 a.m. as long as the Covid situation  
allows".  
 

April 4th    Easter Sunday. Hilary Young & Holy Communion 

April 11th   David Greet 

April 18th   Revd. Zdzisiu Hendzel 
April 25th   Janet Lee 

 

May  2nd    Revd. John Leach & Holy Communion 

May  9th    Terry Stirzaker 

  
United Bible Study will continue on the first Wednesday of 
the month in the Methodist Church from 6.30 -7.30p.m. 
and will be led by Rev’d Zdzisiu Hendzel but is suspended 
until further notice. 
 

Saturday, 24th April we plan Coffee and Brunch at Coombe 
Garden Centre, Gittisham at 11.00 a.m. if Covid 19 allows. 
Please let Edith & Tony know if you can join us.  
Tel. 01823 680441. 
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Reflection 

Spring is a time when everything is growing and bursting 
into life. Birds are singing, leaves are unfolding, butter-
flies are starting to be seen and mammals are beginning 
to wake from their winter sleep.  
Early spring is a great time to catch the carpet of wild-
flowers popping up throughout our beautiful landscape. 
My favourite seven wild flowers are: daffodil, dog’s     
mercury, early purple orchid, lesser celandine, primrose, 
snowdrop and violet. From buzzing bees and gambolling 
lambs to the scents of spring blooms, say goodbye to 
winter and hello to the beginning of new life. During this 
beautiful season of new beginnings, take time to be in the 
presence of our God of all Creation! 
 

As Christians we are also approaching two important 
seasons in our spiritual journeys. I am referring to Lent 
and Easter. Lent is the period of 40 days which comes 
before Easter in the Christian calendar. By observing the 
40 days of Lent, Christians replicate Jesus Christ’s     
sacrifice through prayer, doing penance, mortifying the 
flesh, repentance of sins, almsgiving and self-denial.  
The purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer for 
Easter.  
 

Easter is the most important spiritual time of the entire 
year. It marks the anniversary of Jesus’ resurrection and 
ascension to heaven – and by observing this holiday 
Christians can learn a lot more about their faith and       
realise it is not just about giving and receiving chocolate 
bunnies.  
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Reflection cont... 

Easter celebrates Jesus’ evasion of death.  It’s not uncom-
mon for Christians to greet each other by saying “Christ 
has risen” in the same way they’d say “Merry Christmas” 
on Christmas day. Without that part of the Easter story,  
Jesus simply dies and that’s it.  
So, despite the pastel-coloured decorations and kids’ 
games, Easter celebrates Christians’ belief in the divine 
power of Jesus and the hope that loss leads to something 
new. Luckily, many of us are able to make time for church 
services (if they are open) and an egg hunt or two.  
 

It is not too early to think about the ways in which we might 
commemorate our return to public worship and to our 
church buildings. How should we celebrate the return to 
our worshipping communities and our friends?    
The re-opening of buildings?  And how should we grieve 
for those whom we have lost?  
Holy Week, and Easter season in these unprecedented  
circumstances, may offer us some clues to how we will   
resume our worshipping life together, and how it will be 
completely different from the one we paused. 
 

With spring in the air and the special time of the year let’s 
embrace hope that tomorrow will bring a change and      
victory over the pandemic. 
 

Revd Zdzisiu Hendzel 

The Methodist Minister from Dunkeswell 
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The York inn 

Honiton Road, Churchinford.       

TA3 7RF              01823 601 333 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH WIFI, PROJECTOR 
& SCREEN. IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES 

 

Country Pub offering a warm welcome.  

Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local 
brews, Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat 
Draw. Lots of Special Events Good wholesome food 

using local ingredients lunchtime & evenings.       
Specials board & Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway. 

Sunday Roasts. Saturday Breakfast.   
Parties catered for. Patio Area. Dogs Welcome 

 

                                                                 

Email: theyorkinn@yahoo.com  

www.yorkinn.co.uk 

This Photo by 

http://golibrarians.wordpress.com/2011/08/11/facebook-and-branding/
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 DUNKESWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

   Minutes of the Meeting of Dunkeswell Parish Council  
held virtually via Video Conferencing on  15th March 2021 

Planning: 
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Planning Applications (for comment/Information) -  
Decisions (for information) 
21/0296/FUL & 21/0297/LBC Operations Block Dunkeswell Air-
field Honiton EX14 4AJ - Extension of military bunker to create 
new summer/winter bat roost, Inc Listed Building Consent.   
(for comment)   Comments - No Objections 
 

21/0382/FUL Woodside Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 4RG -       
Demolition of existing bungalow and holiday let and construction 
of two attached dwellings. (for comment) 
Comments - No Objections 
 

3 Tree Applications 

Decisions (for information) -  
 

20/2869/TRE Jacaranda Dunkeswell EX14 4RE - G1 - Young    
Sycamore group 

To remove suppressed and damaged trees leaving the 3 best 
specimens. In order to allow the 3 remaining saplings the space 
to grow, and go on to achieve decent form, this will also improve 
light into the garden improving the quality of the smaller           
ornamentals within. 
T1 - Holly (twin stemmed within hedge row) 
To coppice just above ground level. The tree is showing signs of 
distress/decline, coppicing would allow the chance of new 
growth to form from the coppice stool.  
(approval with conditions) 

https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Applications(for information/comment) - 
20/2108/TRE 59 Jenwood Road Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 4UY - 
5 Beech trees T1-T4 and T6, and 1 Oak tree T5. Lift the crown 
and reduce branch lengths within the lower and mid canopy 
where they over hang the garden. (For comment) 
Comments - No Objections 

 

Highways 

Footpaths and Bridleways - Cllr Barrow reported 3 fallen trees 
on the footpaths, these have been cleared. 
 

Community and Governance 

Annual Parish Meeting - To discuss whether the Annual 
Meeting of the Parishioners should be held this year, if the Covid 
Guidelines allow. (For discussion & agreement) 
Comments -  Councillors agreed due to the current re-
strictions regarding gatherings, meaning people cannot meet in 
numbers that it would be best to delay this until such a point as 
it is safe to do so,  this will reviewed as guidelines change.   
Councillors would like to ensure that  any questions/ queries/
ideas suggestions/issues are communicated to the clerk or a 
councillor,  contact details can be found at www.dunkeswell-
pc.gov.uk, the first page of the Parish Magazine or please email  
clerk@dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk. 
 

Litter Picking - Council has been asked if an additional 4 x litter 
pickers and bag hoops could be provided for anyone to borrow 
and pick litter from the verges around Dunkeswell.  
(For discussion/agreement) 
Councillors agreed that this was a good idea and equipment 
should be sourced.  Cllr Chubb has offered to help fund the    
purchase of equipment from his Locality grant fund. 
Clerk to apply and source equipment to include Hi-Vis Jackets.   

http://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk
http://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk
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It was also discussed that there may be a possibility of any litter 
picked up being collected by StreetScene, Clerk to look into this. 
 

SpeedWatch - Training is still currently on hold due to Covid re-
strictions,  Sites have been identified by the PCSO/Police as areas 
in which monitoring could take place, Council to confirm they are 
happy with this. (for comment/information) 
 

Comment - Councillors were happy with identified locations for 
monitoring but also felt there were a couple more areas that 
could utilised if found to be appropriate, Clerk to reply to PCSO 
and include the suggestions.  Clerk to seek volunteers to under-
take training later in the year. 
 

Flooding AbbeyRoad/Chapel Corner - Council received email of 
camera survey and emailed to Cllrs 12th March.  To agree how to 
proceed/further actions.  (For comment/information) 
Comments - Councillors were pleased to receive the infor-
mation, findings & suggestions, these have been passed onto 
those affected and since the drains have been jet cleaned there 
have been no problems.  Issues remain unresolved regarding the 
pipeline in the field and where responsibility for this lies, Cllr 
Brown to try and ascertain further information from EDDC. Cllr 
Barrow thanked the Flood Risk Management Team, Highways 
Officer & all involved for their help with this.   

 

Email, web and social media enquiries have been responded to 
and councillors copied in, councillors are asked to consider if fur-
ther action or correspondence is necessary. 
 

Dates for next meetings 2021 – Virtual Meetings only, until further   
notice, these will be advertised in the normal manner and in addition 
on the EDDC website as and when they are convened. 
**If you are intending to attend the planning meeting please check with the clerk that 
this meeting will go ahead, due to new arrangements in place.    
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DRAINCLEAR 

DRAIN JETTING AND 
BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

Septic tanks and Bio plants emptied 
and maintained 

Over 30 years in business 

Call or text Rob 

07886800678 
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ARE MONEY WORRIES AFFECTING YOUR MENTAL HEALTH? 

Worrying about whether you’ll be able to cover your mort-
gage or rent payments, or your utility bills can take a huge 
toll on your mental health. 
Financial worries often escalate quickly, leaving you fearful 
about possibly losing your home or even being able to cover 
food bills. Tragically, growing numbers of people are finding 
themselves pushed into debt, with many having seen their 
incomes fall or stop altogether due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. 
 

Don’t suffer in silence  
If financial worries are affecting your mental health, please 
seek help as soon as possible. You are not alone, and if you 
don’t feel comfortable confiding in friends or family, there 
are many services available to help you. 
 

Free financial support services: 
If you don’t know where to begin sorting out your financial 
problems, contact Citizens Advice to help you find a way for-
ward. You can speak to an adviser through its national 
phone service Adviceline on 0800 144 8848 in England. 
 

The following services also provide free guidance on money 
issues: 
Mental Health & Money Advice (online only) 

Mental Health Foundation (telephone 0808 8010525) 

Money Advice Service (telephone 0800 138 7777) 

Pensionwise (telephone 0800 138 3944) 

Pensions Advisory Service  (telephone 0800 011 3797) 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/
https://www.mentalhealthandmoneyadvice.org/
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/your-mental-health/looking-after-your-mental-health
http://www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk/
http://www.pensionwise.gov.uk/
http://www.pensionsadvisoryservice.org.uk/
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If you need specific help dealing with debts, you can get in 
touch with one of the specialist debt advice charities: 
National Debtline (telephone 0808 808 4000) 

Debt Advice Foundation (telephone 0800 043 4050) 

StepChange (telephone 0800 138 1111) 
 

Consider speaking to your bank.  
It might also be worth contacting your bank to see if they 
can offer you any support to alleviate the financial stress you 
may be suffering.  
Recent research by Lloyds Bank found that worries about 
damaging credit scores prevent some people from seeking 
help. More than one in three people wrongly think that    
approaching their bank for support would have an adverse 
impact on their credit score. 
 

Charities that can provide more tailored help if you’re strug-
gling with your mental health due to money issues include: 
 Mind (0300 123 3393) 

 Rethink mental illness (0300 5000 927) 

 Anxiety UK (03444 775 774) 

If you find yourself feeling particularly low, organisations 
such as The Samaritans are available to support at any time 
of the day or night on 116 123 – or by email at 
jo@samaritans.org .   If you’d prefer to write down how 
you’re feeling or don’t feel comfortable talking about it, 
there’s also the Shout Crisis Text line – text your message to 
Shout at 85258 if you’re experiencing a personal crisis. 
 

Article taken from: https://restless.co.uk/ Melanie Wright 

http://www.nationaldebtline.org/
http://www.debtadvicefoundation.org/
https://www.stepchange.org/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.rethink.org/aboutus/what-we-do/advice-and-information-service/
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk_yyvvHr5QIVA7DtCh04dwf_EAAYASAAEgLDyfD_BwE
mailto:jo@samaritans.org
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HAIR & BEAUTY SALON 

Unisex Hair Salon Opening: 
Tuesday to Saturday (Late night Thursday) 

Come and meet our professional team 

who will look after your hair and beauty needs. 
Beauty Treatments available: - 

Gel Nails, Acrylics; Massage, Spray Tanning; Waxing;  
Lash Lifts & Tints; Ear Piercing; Pedicure 

Call today ~ 01404 891133 
Free Parking 

 

HIGHFIELD STORES & POST OFFICE 

Open 7 Days a Week 

Monday – Saturday 7am-9pm Sunday 8am-8pm 

Post Office Open Shop Hours!! 
01404 891015 

 Wide selection of Groceries; Wine; Beer & Lagers; 
Fresh Meat; Fruit & Vegetables 

National Lottery 

Fantastic Monthly Offers!! 
Come and have a browse 

Situated next to the Fish & Chip Shop & Indian Restaurant  
In the centre of the Highfield Estate. 
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Quaker Meeting for Worship 

Spiceland Quaker Meeting Uffculme EX15 3AZ 
Journey to COP26 

An invitation for people of all faith communities and none to join to-
gether remotely and share our belief in the sacredness of all life, ahead 

of the UN climate talks, COP26. 
In November 2021, governments of all nations will converge on Glasgow for 
the UN climate talks know as COP26. 
This is a crucial time for building the movement for climate justice. People in 
Britain and beyond want radical action to prevent climate breakdown – and 
we must make sure that the UK government knows that. 
We are a group of Quakers calling on all concerned communities in the UK, 
including people of other faiths and people of no faith, to join us our journey 
of awareness, understanding and action ahead of the climate talks. 
On Saturday 10 April and Sunday 11 April we invite you to participate in a 
celebration of our environment by making a short journey to any place that 
is sacred to you. 
This action is a way for us to strengthen our collective sense of purpose in 
protecting the Earth and all its inhabitants. 
Your journey could be to your garden or local park, or a day long hike! (Covid 
guidelines dependent) If your sacred place is your own living room it could 
even be a spiritual or virtual journey. It could be taken as a group, perhaps 
with others from your meeting, or individually. 
Many people in the UK share a deep concern for the damage being done to 
the Earth, our home. In our concern, we recognise that every place is sacred 
and that we all have a responsibility to protect the Earth and its inhabitants.. 
If you want advice, support or ideas for what to do for your Journey to 
COP26, please get in touch! Email Oonagh Ryder, Activism Support                   
Coordinator: oonaghr@quaker.org.uk. 
Join our mailing list. We will share information about preparing an action in 
the run-up to 10 April, and share news of who else will be partici-
pating. https://www.quaker.org.uk/.../journey-to-cop26-un-climate. 
 

We Meet for Worship at Spiceland every Sunday at 10.30am till 11am – 
this is a blended Meeting also available on Zoom – All are very welcome.  
 Meeting ID: 865 5570 2735 Passcode: 498173 

For more information phone Ali Dominy 07810768557 or use the “contact 
us” form on our website:  http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/ or 
email spicelandnotices@btinternet.com      

The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  

https://www.quaker.org.uk/.../journey-to-cop26-un-climate
https://www.quaker.org.uk/events/journey-to-cop26-un-climate-talks?fbclid=IwAR0d2QTI_R3UwIxVvSFFQmKYvG-RtwI4E14ibInGsrbxMlWS8umbTZkNYtc
http://www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/
mailto:spicelandnotices@btinternet.com
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Encouraging wildlife in your garden  
Red-fruited pyracanthas, if not stripped 
of berries already, are particularly  
popular with blackbirds, while the 
white berries of the snowberry often 
attract robins and finches. As well as 
providing food, thick and thorny shrubs 
like these shelter young birds from 
predators. 
It's a good idea to keep feeders well 
stocked for seed eaters such as finches and other farmland birds, 
which sometimes venture into gardens at this time of year in search 
of extra food. 
You may be tempted to get out and start tidying up after the win-
ter. However, if you can leave some areas undisturbed, it helps 
wildlife. Birds may be nesting in hedges and shrubs, so it would be 
good now to wait until after the nesting season to trim them back. 
Jobs for the month of April: 
 Plant evergreen hedges (holly, yew etc) 
 Sow hardy annuals 

 Finish planting shrubs, trees and hedges, watering them in well 
 Prune roses. You can shorten them by at least a half, cutting 
 back  just above an outward-facing bud 

 Feed and mulch beds and borders 

 Plant herbaceous plants 

 Plant summer bulbs 

 Sow tender vegetables such as tomatoes and runner beans on a 
 window ledge indoors 

 Buy young vegetable plants in a nursery such as lettuce and        
 cabbage for planting out 

 Introduce water plants into the pond 

 In warmer areas, start growing vegetables outdoors from seed 

 Mow the lawn on a high cut.                  https://www.rspb.org.uk 
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE SERVICES & 

PLANT SALES 

Qualified and experienced Gardener 
offering garden maintenance of all types: 

Mowing, Lawn creation and care 

Pruning and hedge cutting 

Garden clearances 

Mulching 

          Competitive rate at £16/h 

   As well as seasonal availability of      
bedding plants, Herbaceous          
perennials and shrubs 

 

Call Tom Mather on: 
07957835039 

avalongardensdevon@gmail.com 

Avalon Gardens  

SATURDAYS: NB. This service may be suspended due to lockdown 

 Apr 4th  May 2nd  May 30th  Jun 27th 

 July 25th Aug 22nd Sept 19th Oct 17th
 Nov 14th Dec 12th 

Dunkeswell Community Centre 9.30 - 12.30 

info@librariesunlimited.org.uk Contact Us: 0345 155 1001  

Timetable 2021  
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MORE SCAM INFO & HOW TO AVOID THEM! 

Falling victim to a scam can be devastating, both financially 
and emotionally. 
Unfortunately, fraudsters constantly develop ways to try to 
part us from our cash and often appear totally credible. 
Scam HMRC text message promising a refund 

One scam text message currently circulating claims to be from 
HMRC and says the taxman is issuing you a tax refund. You are 
then asked to tap a link so that you can claim the payment.       
To do this, you must enter your banking details, which will then 
used to access your account and steal your money. 
What you can do: Never click on any link, even if it looks authen-
tic, or give out your bank details if requested by an email, text or 
phone message.   Instead, contact the organisation directly and 
check if they have contacted you. You can report suspected 
phishing or spam texts to your mobile network provider by for-
warding them to 7726.  
Bitcoin scam 

A new Bitcoin scam is currently doing the rounds, with Action 
Fraud receiving hundreds of reports of this scam. The emails 
look as though they link to pages from well-known media outlets 
such as the BBC or Mirror and promote Bitcoin investments.  
Victims who follow links to these sites and invest money in them 
have reported losses of up to £200,000.  
What you can do: If you see a Bitcoin or other cryptocurrency 
investment opportunity on social media or internet media out-
lets, which offer high returns, it is probably a scam. Never hand 
over financial details and always do plenty of research before 
making any investments. Remember, too, that even if a bitcoin 
investment is legitimate, most cryptocurrencies aren’t regulated 
by the Financial Services Compensation, so you won’t be        
protected if something goes wrong and you lose your money 



 

35 

Early access to your pension  
Scammers will contact you offering a ‘loan’, ‘advance’ or 
‘cashback’ from your pension. They will assure you that you’re 
able  to access your retirement savings before the age of 55.  
However, if you do this, you’ll not only have to pay a hefty tax 
charge, at least 55% but even as much as 70% of your pension 
pot, but you’ll also have fees taken from your pension for the 
transfer, which can be 20% or more of your pension savings. 
What you can do:  55 is the earliest age you can take your 
pension benefits. If you have a financial adviser, ask them for  
help with your pension or accessing your retirement savings. 
The government-supported  Pensions Advisory Service will 
provide free independent and impartial information and      
guidance. If you’re aged 50 or over, you can also speak with   
Pension Wise another government-supported resource 
offering free and advice about your pension options  
Charitable donation scams 

According to Action Fraud, +£350,000 of charity donations ended 
up in the pockets of criminals over the festive period alone and 
urge donors to be on their guard before donating money. 
Gerald Oppenheim, chief executive of the Fundraising Regulator, 
said: “Fundraising is of great importance now after a tough time 
for many charities whose fundraising activities have been cur-
tailed  by the Covid pandemic. “Whilst we encourage donors to 
keep giving, it is essential that you remain alert and aware of any 
unusual activity when donating. Be sure to carry out a few crucial 
checks before donating” 

What you can do: Never click on inks or attachments in unknown 
emails or respond to messages which ask for your personal or 
financial details. You can find out if the charity is registered      
either with the Fundraising Regulator or check their name and 
registration number at Gov.uk.    https://restless.co.uk/money/ 

https://www.pensionsadvisoryservice.org.uk/
https://www.pensionwise.gov.uk/en
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TERRY PIKE 

GARDENER 

(Locally established) 

 All Garden work  
 Undertaken 

 Regular Maintenance 

 Pruning Trees and 
Shrubs 

 Hedge Trimming 

 All work considered 

 

01404 850779 
 

Mobile 0737 811 6199 
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Banana Bread Recipe  
 

Ingredients 
 140g soft butter 

 140g light soft brown 
 sugar 

 2 large eggs, beaten 

 140g self-raising 
 flour 

 1 tsp baking powder 

 ½ tsp nutmeg 

 ½ tsp cinnamon 

 2 very ripe bananas, mashed 

 85g chopped walnuts 

Method 
1. Preheat your oven to 180 degrees/Gas mark 4 

2. Grease a 2lb loaf tin with butter and line it with baking paper 

3. In a large bowl, cream together the butter and brown sugar,   
 then slowly add the beaten eggs 

4. In a separate bowl, mix together the flour, cinnamon, nutmeg 
 and baking powder 

5. Add the flour mixture to the butter mixture a little at a time, 
 folding it in as you go 

6. Mash the bananas and add to the bowl, mixing well and     
 making sure there are no lumps. 
7. Mix in the walnuts 

8. Once the mixture is a thick yet runny consistency, pour it into 
 the loaf tin and bake for 30 minutes – or until the skewer 
 comes out clean 

Allow to cool in the tin for at least 10 minutes. You can then 
transfer the loaf to a wire rack to continue cooling.  
 

Additional ingredients that you could consider using 
(you can add these in at the same stage as we add the 
walnuts in this recipe): 

Sultanas, raisins, flaked almonds, chocolate chips or chunks,  
desiccated coconut, banana chips 

Enjoy! 
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NB:  Due to continued COVID-19 lockdown restrictions, it is  likely that 
all the regular monthly activities are  

suspended until further notice.    
Please contact the organisers should you require any further  

information.    
Organisers:  Please contact the editor if you have any information 

you would like to have listed on this diary page.   01404 890085 

Diary dates—DUNKESWELL & SHELDON 

What is Step 2 of the roadmap out of lockdown? 

If all goes well and the four tests to carry on with the 
roadmap are passed, step 2 will begin around 12 April. 

This will be confirmed a week in advance: 
 

 Non-essential retail, personal care premises, - hairdressers 
nail salons, libraries and community centres, will reopen.  

 Most outdoor attractions, including zoos, and theme parks, 
will also reopen. Drive-in cinemas and drive-in performances 
will also be permitted. 

 Indoor leisure facilities, such as gyms and swimming pools, 
will also reopen - but only for use by people on their own or 
with their household. 

 Hospitality venues can serve people outdoors only. There will 
be no need for customers to order a substantial meal with 
alcohol, and no curfew - although customers must order, eat 
and drink while seated. 

 Self-contained accommodation, such as holiday lets, where 
indoor facilities are not shared with other households, can 
also reopen. 

 Funerals can continue with up to 30 people, and the numbers 
able to attend weddings, receptions and commemorative 
events such as wakes, will rise to 15 (from 6). 

https://www.lbc.co.uk/news/explained/four-tests-for-roadmap-out-of-lockdown/
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Great Britain isn’t the United Kingdom: 
This is a common mistake, 
but Great Britain and the 
United Kingdom are actual-
ly two different things. The 
United Kingdom includes 
Northern Ireland – but 
Great Britain doesn’t. The pound is rooted in history: 

While the UK’s humble 
pound coin changed its   
design in 2017 – with older 
coins now only accepted at 
the bank – the currency it-
self remains the oldest one 
in the world that’s still in 
use, having clocked up an 
impressive 1200 years. 

Interesting facts about Devon: Devon has more road than anywhere else in the country.  Devon County Council is responsible for 8,000 miles of road - the longest network in the country.  
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   Walking Woofs    
The care your pet deserves. 

 

   Dog Walking, Day Care, Boarding and Pet visits 

Your local dog care specialists.   
From Dog walks to Home boarding. 

Insured, licenced and qualified. Established in 2016. 
Jenny and her team offer a friendly, reliable and 

affordable service.   
Covering a 6 mile radius from Dunkeswell.       

07927059167    www.walkingwoofs.net 

Dog theft prevention. With so many dogs going  
missing / being stolen, please read the  
following suggestions on how to keep your  
beloved pooch safe.  
Take a moment to share the info with others that may not be 
aware that they are unwillingly putting their dog in danger.  
 Don't leave your dog unattended outside a shop or in a car.  
 Vary your walk times and routes  
 Walk with a friend where possible 

 Ensure good recall or keep the dog on a lead.  
 Be cautious of strangers asking questions about your dog.  
 Keep your dogs’ tag and ID chip up to date  
 keep your phone with you when out walking.  
 Make sure your garden is secure.  

https://nextdoor.co.uk/p/d5KKtS5HDGZK?view=detail
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ALISTER PYM, SHAUN PRETTEJOHN, TINA PAGE 
 

 

 

MEMBERS OF GOOD GARAGE 
SCHEME 

 

 

 

REPAIRS AND SERVICING TO ALL  MODERN CARS  & VEHICLES 
 

PETROL & DIESEL AVAILABLE 
 

RED DIESEL  

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICING CARRIED OUT 

MOT TESTING  
 

DUNKESWELL 

We are open - Monday to Friday: 8am to 5pm  
Saturdays : 8am to 12md 

SUNDAYS & BANK HOLIDAYS - CLOSED 
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Getting vehicle information from DVLA  
Check online to determine what information the Driver and   
Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) holds about a vehicle. 
You'll need the vehicle's registration number (number plate). 
You can use this service to check details about a vehicle, includ-
ing: 
 vehicle tax - the current rate and when it expires 

 SORN status 

 when its MOT expires 

 the date of first registration 

 last log book (V5C) issue date 

 year of manufacture 

 type approval category 

 weight 
 engine size 

 fuel type 

 emissions - CO2, accurate driving emissions level and  
      European status  export status 

You'll need the vehicle's registration number, make, model, and 
MOT test number. You also need to see the V5C vehicle regis-
tration certificate (log book).  
 

CHECK A VEHICLE BEFORE YOU BUY IT: 
Check the details match DVLA's information 

Check the vehicle's MOT history 

Check if the vehicle has been recalled because of a safety issue 

Check the logbook isn't for a stolen vehicle 

 

https://www.theaa.com/vehicle-check - £6.00 

https://www.caranalytics.co.uk/  Free car check 

https://www.gov.uk/get-vehicle-information-from-dvla 

https://www.gov.uk/get-vehicle-information-from-dvla#content
https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history?step-by-step-nav=58fad183-27f5-4dd9-b51e-696c992373d7
https://www.gov.uk/check-vehicle-recall?step-by-step-nav=58fad183-27f5-4dd9-b51e-696c992373d7
https://www.gov.uk/checks-when-buying-a-used-car?step-by-step-nav=58fad183-27f5-4dd9-b51e-696c992373d7
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MEADS BUILDERS 
 

For all your building needs from patios to new builds 

Extensions, Renovations, Maintenance, 
Alterations, Conversions 

 

Local -Reliable- Competitive Rates- Fully Insured 

Phone for free advice or estimate 

Contact 

Christian Meads 

01404 892778 

07860491242 

Email:- cmg.meads@btinternet.com 

mailto:cmg.meads@btinternet
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W Young 

Piano Tuning 

& Restoration 

 

Tuning | Sales 

Repairs | Restoration 

Cabinet work |              
French polishing 

 

From a sticky note to a full    
rebuild. 

 

Over 25 years’ experience inc. 
Steinway, Bluthner, Bechstein 

 

Tel: 07881 644911 

www.wypianos.co.uk 
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Automatic driving lessons 
available in Dunkeswell 

and Honiton. 
Find us on Facebook or 

visit: 
www.dsm-exeter.co.uk 

Grade A instructor with a 
great pass rate. 

07505138887 

http://www.dsm-exeter.co.uk
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     THE LADYBIRDS 

Well, here we are again; another month has gone by and still 
no sign of when we will be able to meet up. However, the signs 
are looking good that we are beating this virus, so we must 
hope that things will get back to normal in the not too distant 
future. 
 

I received an email from Di, who has finished unpacking her 
boxes and is settling in nicely.  They seem to be in a pleasant 
area with friendly neighbours.   She and Ron hope to buy a 
plum tree for their garden, something yet to be decided upon 
with the vouchers we gave them on their departure. 
 

Locally, thanks to Jane; the book club members have now   
received a new book, so it has given us something else to fill 
in our time. 
 

Sue Matthews recently underwent a heart procedure.  Fortu-
nately she is home now and recuperating.  She has asked me 
to thank everyone for the flowers and cards sent to her by 
the Ladybirds. We wish her well for a speedy recovery.  
 

Several members have had birthdays this year, and I know 
we will all hope that they made the best of their day in these 
strange times.  Those of you who have birthdays this month, 
we all wish you a happy day. 
 

Obviously, I will let you know when I have any specific news 
to pass on.   
 

Don't forget to call me if you need any information about the 
Ladybirds (Joyce - 01404 891845).   
Keep smiling and keep safe. 
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1. Snake plant, also known as “Mother-In-Law’s 
Tongue.” 

 

 

2. Ponytail Palm Tree, also known as “Elephant’s Foot.” 

 

3. Peace Lily  

Native to tropical West Africa, these plants 
require minimal care  – the challenge is not 
to overwater. Let the soil dry out in be-
tween watering to avoid root rot. And 
while they can survive in a variety of light 
conditions, they prefer indirect sunlight. 

With its bulb-like trunk and lush curly 
leaves, Ponytail Palm trees are a popular 
houseplant . They only need watering every 
3 to 4 weeks, as they prefer drier soil. These 
plants do well in partial shade, but you will 
see new growth if you can provide it with 
sunshine 

The Peace Lily is a vibrant, graceful plant. 
Its flowers feature a white, hood like sheath 
–which resembles a flag of surrender. The 
peace lily is seen as a symbol of peace and 
hope. These plants will droop when they 
need water. They thrive in low light.   
NB: Peace lilies are highly poisonous to 
humans and animals if ingested, so keep 
them away from children or pets  

4. ZZ Plant ZZ plants originated from Africa. They 
have dark glossy leaves but only need    
watering every couple of weeks as their 
roots store water. They do well in low light 
A ZZ plant can grow up to a metre tall.  
NB: all parts of the ZZ plant are poison-
ous to humans and animals if ingested, 
keep away from pets and children  

Some Low Maintenance Indoor Plants 
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5. Aloe Vera plant 
Aloe Vera is a succulent plant with vibrant, 
green fleshy leaves with serrated edges. 
While Aloe Vera is easy to care for, it’s also 
beneficial, with the plant's gel used to help 
heal mild scrapes and sunburn. NASA 
names aloe Vera as one of the top plants to 
purify the air in your home.  Place the plant 
in a brightly lit window, out of direct sun-
light. Only water when the soil is dry. 

6. Dracaena Plant, also known as “Dragon Tree” 

This plant is native to Madagascar and 
Mauritius; the red gum-like resin in the 
stems, is like dragon's blood!  Originally 
the plant was used for dyes, toothpaste 
and medicines –today, they use it for   
photoengraving and varnish. Dracaena is 
well known for air-purifying. Place the 
plant in a bright area, out of direct sun.  
Water only when the top half of the soil is 
dry.  Make sure the pot is large enough for 
the extensive roots.   NB this plant is toxic 

to 
7. Pothos plant, also known as "Devil's Ivy"  

Pothos plants are virtually indestructible 
and require very little maintenance. They 
thrive in various settings, from bright to 
low light –avoid direct sunlight. They 
can live in most types of soil and can 
even live in water. Whilst these aren't the 
fanciest plants in the world, as they don't 
flower – their trailing stems and big 
green leaves add a touch of elegance to 
any home.  
NB: Be aware that these plants are 
highly poisonous Information found on : 

https://restless.co.uk/ 
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Dogs investigate 
good smells with 
their right nostril 
and  bad smells 
with their left. 

 

Moles can dig at a 
rate equivalent to a 
man shifting 3,000 

shovel-loads of 
earth in an hour! 
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Traditional family solicitors 

Neil Griffin & Co 
 

advice : help : support 
 

Every matter dealt with 

personally by Neil 

 

Divorce & Family Problems     
 

Wills   Probate      

Powers of Attorney 

neilgriffin.co.uk 

Blackwater Chambers, 

Honiton 

01404 42609 
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RICHARD PARMENTER 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 

Fully qualified tradesman 

Over 25 years experience              01404 46639 

References available                    07855 377727 

 

rjpar@tiscali.co.uk 
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GETTING RID OF THE DIGITAL DIRT  
If you’ve got some extra time on your hands, it ’s the 
perfect opportunity to re-assess your social media feeds 
and online habits. Cleansing your social media can       
reduce risk and result in better mental health...  
As we like and follow hundreds of Facebook pages,  in-
fluencers, Instagrammers, friends and businesses etc., 
we build up more and more content to absorb.  
All of which can cause information overload and wasted 
hours aimlessly scrolling through stuff we don ’t really 
need.  

So how do we get rid of the digital dirt? 

Here are a few tips to get you on your way:  
 Visit your social media channels and delete those 

groups and sites etc., that you no longer connect 
with. 

 Update your profile picture and edit your intro, cover 
picture, etc., e.g. Try Google Images  

 Check all your settings and update where necessary.                 
You can modify your Facebook account settings to 
change the way Facebook manages your privacy,          
notifications, apps, and other features you use regularly.      

 Log into your Facebook account with your login details. 
 Click the gear-shaped icon on the upper right corner of 
 your Facebook  account page.  
 Select either the Account settings or the Privacy settings 
 option from the drop-down list that appears on your 
 screen. These will allow you to access and update all 
 settings in your Facebook account.  
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 Remove any posts, pictures etc., that may be inappro-
priate (especially if you’re looking for a new job). 

 Go through your list of friends and let go any you    
either don’t know or haven’t connected with for a 
long time. 

 Deactivate old accounts you no longer use.  
 Change your passwords.   

Do this regularly on any vulnerable sites, e.g. bank 
accounts, PayPal, Amazon, utilities, etc., to prevent 
hackers from accessing your details.  

 Delete/hide ads that appear on your feeds that are 
not appropriate or relevant. 

Try to keep things simple in this world of  
information overload! 

POPULAR SOCIAL MEDIA SITES AVAILABLE IN THE UK: 
FACEBOOK: Global Social Network  

TWITTER:  Short message (Tweets) global network  

WHATSAPP: Free messaging, audio and video calls  

SNAPCHAT: Instant messaging on photos 

TUMBLR:  Part social network for micro blogging  

INSTAGRAM: Image sharing owned by Facebook 

FACEBOOK MESSENGER: Direct messaging from F/B  

SKYPE: Free phone, video and audio calls  

LINKEDIN: Employment and business media network  

PINTEREST: Virtual pin boards, sharing ideas recipes etc.  

QUORA: Online space to get expert answers  

NEXTDOOR: Neighbourhood information and sharing 

REDDIT: Forum based social network.  
MYSPACE: Social media for sharing music 

TELEGRAM: Similar to WhatsApp - private messaging  
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Taylor Mae Therapy 

 

Full body holistic massage 
Swedish massage 

Back, neck & shoulder massage 
Deep tissue massage 

 

Contact: Sonia on 07545 211 425 

taylormaetherapy@icloud.co.uk 

www.taylormaetherapy.co.uk 

 

http://www.taylormaetherapy.co.uk
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The following Blackdown Support Group services 
continue to be available for anyone in the Black-
down Hills who needs them: 
 

# Transport to medical appointments (including 
Covid vaccination appointments) for anyone who 
doesn’t drive or have other means of transport. 
 

# Prescription delivery, shopping support/errands 
for anyone shielding, high risk or with limited      
mobility. 
 

# Telephone support for those living alone or 
struggling to cope. 
 

If you know someone in need or if you would like 
to support us as a volunteer please contact us:  
 

01823 681 036  
d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net 
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Need a venue for a children’s party, family get together or BBQ?       
Your Village Hall has a fully equipped kitchen, large function 
room, stage, outdoor terrace with BBQ, tables and benches,    

disabled access.  All at £10 per hour.      
Contact us to make a booking. (details above) 

Dunkeswell Village Hall is a charitable organisation and is a  
non-profit making entity for use by the community.   

It is set in the old village of Dunkeswell in the Blackdown Hills, 
an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

 

The maximum capacity of the Hall is 70 people dancing           
or 50 people seated 

There is a small stage and a lovely wooden floor.                    
The modern, well equipped kitchen comes with a large range 
cooker, microwave, water heater, fridge with a small freezing 

compartment and a separate freezer if required. 
Plates/cups/cutlery are available. There are also 12 large       

tables and 6 card tables available, plus 50 chairs. 
There is a large outside patio area with wooden garden picnic 
tables, seating 18, plus 6 large lightweight tables and gas BBQ.  

The hall has wheelchair access and disabled toilets.. 

Old Dunkeswell Village 

Dunkeswell, 
Honiton  EX14 4RE  
Bookings Secretary :  
Ceinwen Conroy   
01404  891564   

dunkeswellvillagehall@gmail.com 
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 ARMY SURPLUS HONITON 

     A WIDE RANGE OF MILITARY CLOTHING, BOOTS,  
RUCKSACKS,  CAMPING ITEMS, CAMP BEDS, TARPAULINS, 

KIDS CAMMO. 
  ALSO VETERANS BADGES, BERETS, TIES, LAPEL PINS, PLAQUES. 

         MILITARY GORE-TEX WATERPROOFS. 
 

    Open Tuesday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm – 

        Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm. 
 

PROTECTEON-PLUS, UNIT 5 DURHAM WAY  
BUSINESS PARK, HEATHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,  

HONITON. EX14 1SQ    
www.armysurplushoniton.co.uk 

Tel:    01404 43612 

 

http://www.armysurplushoniton.co.uk
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Blackdown Hills Community Bus 

 Your Community Bus needs YOU!  
 

The CBO (Churchinford, Buckland & Otterford) minibus has 
been running on a non-profit basis in the Blackdowns for 
more than ten years, providing community transport, book 
able by groups and individuals.  
These include Churchinford Cricket Club, Smeatharpe WI,  
the Blackdown Hills Garden Club, local football teams, 
schools and musicians.  
A few years ago, we purchased a nearly new minibus 
(changing the charity’s name to the Blackdown Hills Commu-
nity Bus), largely paid for through fundraising events.  
We rely on volunteer drivers and operate our budget to en-
sure that our running costs are covered.  
Until Covid struck, we also ran not-for-profit monthly shop-
ping trips, the new bus becoming a lifeline for many elderly 
residents who were no longer able to drive. 
 

 Understandably, the minibus has been off-road since March 
2020. With the prospect of the country reopening soon, we 
need a new committee to take the charity forward.  
The bus is in good condition, having been stored indoors 
over the winter, and our finances are secure.  
Unfortunately, we will not be able to hire out the bus until 
we can form a new committee. 
 

 The positions we need to fill are not onerous, requiring the 
attendance of an hour or so at roughly one meeting a 
month. If you would like to volunteer or need more infor-
mation, please contact the secretary, Ken Pearson, by email 
at ken_pearson@icloud.com. 

mailto:ken_pearson@icloud.com
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Dunkeswell 
Garden Society 

 

As you will be aware, we are not able to 
hold the Spring show. 

 

We will take a decision on the Summer 
show when we know more  

about the situation in  
August 
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MANOR ANTIQUES 

RESTORATIONS 

Specialists in Antique          
Furniture Restoration 

 

Cabinet Making, Inlay,       
Repairs, Veneering 

 

French Polishing,  

Wood Finishing. 
 

Bespoke Furniture made. 
 
 

Contact - IAN WEDERELL 
MOBILE: 077 32549414 

OR 01404 891571 

ian.wederell@talktalk.net  
www.manorantiquesrestor

ations.co.uk  

mailto:ian.wederell@talktalk.net
http://www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk
http://www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk

