
DUNKESWELL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Held at 

THE VILLAGE HALL 
on 

Monday 16th May 2022, 7.30pm 

Dunkeswell Annual Report 

The Parish Council Chairman - Cllr John Barrow, welcomed everyone to the meeting.


In attendance: All Parish Councillor members, County & District Councillors, 3 members 
of the public and the clerk


Apologies for absence: Cllr Key


The Minutes of the 2019/20 Annual Parish report were agreed as a correct record and 
approved - no meeting was held 	due to covid restrictions in this year and there was no 
meeting held in 20/202, as agreed by the Council,  advertised widely in the community 
and recorded in the 	minutes of April 2021.


Cllr Iain Chubb 

Cllr Chubb reported that Devon County Council have returned to working “normally” 
including, face to face meetings.  He informed the meeting that a Free Port, off 
Teignbridge has been created and offers a tax free zone for new, start up business’.  This 
potentially could create approximately 800 new jobs.

A scam alert offering to put money into your bank proportions to be from a government 
agency is doing the rounds.  The government do not put give money in this way, so 
please be aware.

Funds are available for families who find themselves in hard times as well as financial and 
other help.  This is available at  

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/search/?q=household+support+fund


Currently and until the by-Election is held, Tiverton & Honiton do not have an MP, Simon 
Jupp MP is covering this in the meantime.


The Parish Year 2021 - 2022 

The year began being “released” form latest lockdown, much to most people’s relief.  Life 
started to return to a bit of normality!


The renovation work to the phone box was completed, the adopted phone box now 
reflects the 1940’s as in the photograph of Airman queuing to use it to phone home. The 
photograph, along with photographs of the box as it is now, can be seen at 

https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/2021/05/10/phone-box-refurbishment/


The roads! There were many conversations at Council Meetings and within the 
community regarding the condition of the roads, particularly, Windgate Hill.  This was 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/search/?q=household+support+fund
https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/2021/05/10/phone-box-refurbishment/


topic of conversation for the councillor’s at most monthly meetings, with potholes being 
reported regularly and between meetings as they became aware of them.  The Council 
will continue reporting and making Highways aware and hope that things will improve.

Please, as you become aware of potholes these can be reported directly online at 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/map/map_src/poth/


In Dunkeswell we are fortunate to have three park areas for children and residents to use 
and they hope that you do enjoy theses spaces.  In the past year we have had some 
problems in the parks with damage, litter. graffiti and some bad language  Following the 
latest damage, the Parish Council are awaiting a delivery of fencing to be installed at the 
New Century Park.  This will replace the damaged fencing and should provide a stronger 
fence line between the Park and the surgery car park, to deter children from using this 
area.  The serious issues have been passed to the Police.  In response to this, the Parish 
Council are likely to be considering the benefits of using CCTV in the Parks at the June 
meeting.


Dog and Litter bins; In Dunkeswell we are well covered with bins in many locations, the 
Council had intended to provide a further Dog waste bin at the bottom of Pumpfields/
Powells Way. This was installed but unfortunately EDDC are at capacity for collections 
and they were unable to arrange to add this bin, so it was removed and will be used to 
replace a broken one in the future.  You may be unaware that the costs for providing and 
collection of the waste is funded from the Precept and as with anything currently this is 
rising.  In 22/23 the cost of one collection per week, per bin will be £100 per year and 
expect the invoice to be in excess of £1100.


Speeding; Speeding vehicles around Dunkeswell has been a hot topic, with problems 
reported on the main road through to the Airfield, in the lanes in the older part of the  
Village and on Highfield road, to name a few.  The Parish Council have few options to deal 
with as this is the responsibility of Highways and the Police Force.  The Council are trying 
to get a SpeedWatch group together, that will supported by the Police though the 
SpeedWatch team.  So far, little help has been offered and we do not have enough 
Volunteers to take this forward.  However, the complaints about speeding are received on 
a regular basis.  In order to take this forward and make a difference we need to work 
together.

If you are are able to offer some time to volunteer and would be happy to do so or would 
like more information about SpeedWatch,  you can contact the clerk, clerk@dunkeswell-
pc.gov.uk who will put you in contact with the councillor taking the lead on this project 
who will be very happy to hear from you!.  Alternatively, there is more information online or 
you can contact the PCSO for our area. 


https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/support-and-guidance/on-the-road/speed-watch/


CSW@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk


The meet the Police event, held in November provided good feedback and another event 
is to be arranged for the summer, we are hoping to be able to do this at The Village Hall 
and Highfield Stores on the same day.


https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/map/map_src/poth/
mailto:clerk@dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/support-and-guidance/on-the-road/speed-watch/
mailto:CSW@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk


Dunkeswell Pre-school approached the Council at the end of last to enquire whether an 
area could be found for an allotment for the children.  An area has been found in the 
Sportsfield nest to the allotments, Three small plots have been cleared and dug and Pre-
school are awaiting the installation of fence.  We hope to see some lovely planting and 
growing in the very near future and hope that this provides the children with a lovely 
outdoor area to work & play in!

Christmas!  Following a suggestion to have Christmas decorations around Dunkeswell 
from a lovely young lady, Highfield Stores and others business’s and others including the 
Council helped to provide a very large! ChristmasTree to be located outside of the shop.  
The Parish Council contributed by purchasing outside lights, Connetts Farm provided the 
Tree and base and local children made decorations to be hung.  The big switch on 
evening was arranged with local business’s providing food and drinks, a lovely evening 
and  the tree was fabulous.  Youth Club had arranged for Father Christmas to attend their 
last session before Christmas and this provided much excitement for those attending and 
those that didn’t! This brought a lovely bit of Christmas cheer and spirit to the community.  
Find raising continues this year with the hope of purchasing more lights to build on last 
year and provide a larger display in the years to come.  Thank you to everyone that 
helped make this happen.

Finally, in this year, her Majesty the Queen will have reigned for 70 years, quite an 
achievement!  In recognition of this,  a Jubilee Oak tree, donated to the Parish Council 
from EDDC has been planted at Percy Cross to commemorate this.  


Reports received from local organisations:


DUNKESWELL YOUTH CLUB  2021 – 2022 

Dear Dunkeswell Councillors,                                                                                                                                                             
Once again we’d like to thank you for all your support since 2003, it is truly appreciated.  
Through your financial support you have enabled us to continue delivering a service to 
our young people in what has been another difficult year.  We have Membership forms for 
69 young people and see around 30 on a regular Youth Club night.

Last year we reported we were opening Dunkeswell Youth Club two nights a week, 
keeping Primary and Secondary school children separate to curb the spread of Covid.  
We continued with this arrangement right to the end of the summer term as we were 
fortunate enough to have willing volunteers to staff the sessions.

We finished our summer term with our Annual BBQ in the park attended by many young 
people and their families.    

Securing a Grant through Space Youth Services we were able to take a coach full to Flip 
Out, trampolining in Wellington.  It was a fabulous trip seeing everyone physically active 
and engaging socially, all topped off with hot dogs!

September saw us returning to some sort of “normality”.   We went back to everyone 
together in one session a week from 6.30 to 9.30pm.  Eight adult volunteers had DBS 
police checks done and we prepared to push on repairing the social damage Covid had 
inflicted.

Even with Dunkeswell suffering high positive Covid cases by October, we soldiered on 
and managed to keep open despite some Youth Leaders in isolation.  

Our Christmas Party was amazing as on the same evening Father Christmas came up 
from Honiton and the Dunkeswell Christmas lights went on!  It really was a super 
community evening.  The only hitch was the magician didn’t make it due to a hold up on 
the hill.  But all was well as he made an appearance for our last session of 2021!




In January we produced a variety of activity pictures from Youth club, which we laminated 
for a presentation at the Throgmorton Community Hall Open Day.  

Unfortunately, we had to close for three sessions in February, as there really were too 
many Covid cases close to home.   In this time, we were busy applying for funding from 
Space Youth Services, which we secured to fill March with special sessions; we enjoyed 
Professor Bumble’s Circus Workshop, Multi Story Theatre workshop, new unihoc 
equipment and a Bouncy Castle in the park, as it was too high for the hall!   

We are awaiting the result of recently applied for funding from VOYC for another Flip Out 
trip in the autumn term, as well as another session with Professor Bumble’s Circus 
Workshop. We are planning to bring forward our annual BBQ and instead have a Jubilee 
Celebration BBQ on 1st June for young people and their families.

We are looking forward to welcoming new school year 3 young people in September.  Our 
Youth Leaders are all volunteers and include Paul, Ben, James, Michelle, Helen, Emma 
and Anne.  We also have some enthusiastic young volunteers working their way up.  

We would love to offer a Wildside Camping trip in August and would also love to continue 
hiring the Throgmorton Community Hall for our young people’s weekly sessions.  

Once again thank you so much for supporting Dunkeswell Youth Club … you really do 
make a massive difference to our young people.  We simply couldn’t open without 
Dunkeswell Parish Council.

Anne Barratt


BLACKDOWN SUPPORT GROUP 
REPORT FOR THE DUNKESWELL ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Office contact details:

d-ccg.bsgadmin@nhs.net

01823 681 036

Blackdown Support Group is a local registered charity, established in 1991. We have

an office at the Blackdown Practice in Hemyock and, although we are an independent

organisation, we work very closely with the GPs and the Practice team across the three

sites at Churchinford, Hemyock and Dunkeswell, and with residents from across the

Blackdown Hills.

The people who use our services are often elderly, 50% are over the age of 75. They

may be isolated or struggling with long term health, social or financial difficulties. We

offer them the following support:-

• Transport to health, wellbeing, and social appointments

• Disabled access vehicle hire

• Wheelchair loans

• Prescription and shopping delivery

• Low-cost lunches

• Coffee mornings and afternoon teas

• Volunteer visiting services

• Shopping trips

• Bereavement support - one to one and group services

• Carer support - sitting and advisory services

• Form filling and benefits advice

• Low-cost toenail cutting service

• Wellbeing Support and Social prescribing – helping people to overcome

  barriers and connect with their communities

• Advice and Guidance – helping people to navigate and connect with other

sources of support.




These services are largely delivered by our 80 dedicated volunteers, many of whom

perform multiple roles, and it all helps to reduce loneliness and isolation and improve

health and well-being, meaning there is a lesser burden on our local primary

healthcare and adult social care services. We work with just over 600 clients across the

Blackdowns and just under a third of those are in the parish of Dunkeswell.


Our small office team of 4 staff members co-ordinate these volunteer services as well

as providing one to one support to people with more complex needs.

The Blackdown Support Group started as a collaboration between our local GP Practice

and volunteers from the community. This relationship with the GP Practice has been

key to our longevity - we have a permanent office at Hemyock surgery and our

partnership is as active today as it was 30 years ago. In fact, the pandemic has only

strengthened it. The Practice has an exceptional team who have continued to work

through the last two years, under intense pressure, with good humour, compassion

and incredible professionalism and we feel very proud to be part of that effort .


Working together with the Practice we set up a prescription delivery service covering

the entire Blackdowns area, to a population of almost 8000 people. Later in the

pandemic and again working to very tight timescales we were able to provide critical

volunteer teams at vaccine clinics both locally in the Blackdowns and further afield at

the vaccine sites in Cullompton. I know that hearing familiar voices behind the masks

when receiving deliveries at home or when visiting vaccination sites made local peopl e

feel safe and reassured.


Throughout the pandemic, groups like ours have demonstrated the value of voluntary

services - providing essential transport, food and medication delivery, supporting

vaccine roll-outs and advising our communities on how and where to get help when

they need it. I cannot stress how thankful we are that these amazing people give their

time and energy in delivering badly needed services to their communities. I know that

they do so cheerfully and sensitively and always offer a listening ear as well as practical

help. A supportive chat in the car on the way to an appointment can be as valuable as

the appointment itself. If anyone here is interested in volunteering with us we are

always hugely grateful for any time you can offer, working with us can be very flexibl e

and incredibly rewarding.


Despite the fact we are now “Living with Covid”, we are very conscious of the lasting

effects of the pandemic on our population. As well as maintaining and enhancing our

existing services, we would like to be able to invest in new areas such as mental health

and family support. We know that our services will be needed more than ever as we

face dramatic increases in the cost of living which will affect us all, but especially the

most vulnerable people in our communities.


But we take comfort from the fact that we have survived last two years, and that our

30 year history and the Blackdowns traditions of resilience, community spirit and

helping others, will stand us all in good stead for the future.


Dunkeswell Allotment Association 

I would like to say I was nominated to become the Chairlady of the Allotments 
Association last year as the previous chairman did not wish to continue.




I found this appointment quite challenging to say the least as I have not done anything 
like this before. 

My first job was to form a good strong committee to help me sort out the Allotments

We have worked together to sort out a strategy of tidying up all plots and promoting the 
the Allotment to encourage new holders this has now been achieved and we currently 
only have one plot left to allocate.

Our plots holders range from different ages from as young as 10 up to 90+ who are very 
knowledgeable and are always willing to share any ideas they have.

We have also worked hard on cutting back a lot of overgrown rose hip bushes for access  
for emergency vehicles if needed.

For the next phase of tidying all the allotment we are in the process of arranging a work 
party to cut and tidy the outside perimeter bank which has not been done for some time.

We also have two areas inside that also need this type of work which is being scheduled 
in due course.

We are actively trying to promote each plot holder to recycle as much of their waste so 
that they can use it for composting.

We currently have monthly meetings on a Friday at the Social Club.

I would also like your help in finding out who is responsible for the trees that overhang the 
Allotment that is on the private road that runs along side.As we have sought advice on the 
need for these trees to be cut back for safety reasons.

The other query we have is the perimeter fence that borders the park we have been 
advised several posts have rotted at the bottom also making this unsafe.If you can help 
with these two issues it would be greatly appreciated.


Kind regards 

Cathy Ede

Chairlady


Dunkeswell Pre-school report for the AGM Parish council meeting  

Dunkeswell Pre-school has had another busy year, providing a safe, secure, and 
stimulating environment for 2 years to school age for our community.

It has had its challenges due to covid and staff shortages, but we have overcome these 
challenges and continue to want to provide the very best for our children.

We spend a lot of time out in our community walking around looking at nature, letters and 
numbers on road signs or houses and always stopping to have a chat with the people in 
our neighbourhood.

We are very lucky to have a community that support us well, J&C Holding, parish council, 
and all the local people who support our plant and book stalls.

We continue to want to improve our provision for the children and with this in mind we 
have a project, on going now for an allotment for the children to grow products to sell on 
our stall.

We are just waiting for the fence to be put around the site before continuing the project.

The contractor is waiting on materials.

We would like to Thank the Parish council with the help and support with this project and 
any donation received will be going into fund the fence and any equipment needed to get 
digging.

Thank you all once again for all your support 

Best wishes

From Everybody at Dunkeswell Pre-school




Ladybirds 

The Ladybirds is a group of ladies from Dunkeswell and the surrounding area.  All ladies 
from the age of 18 are very welcome to come along to enjoy the many things the group 
has to offer.  


We meet on the second Thursday of each month in The Throgmorten Hall in Dunkeswell 
from 2.30 until 4.30 and we charge an annual subscription of approximately £20 - £25 per 
annum.  This money goes towards the hall rental, cost of speakers and subsidising, on 
occasions, our coaches for visits.


Our programme is varied. Our emphasis is on friendship and enjoyment.  The committee, 
elected by our members, comprises of a Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Welfare Officer and 
two untitled committee members who, together, organise various speakers, outings, 
theatre trips, fun and games afternoons and the odd meal out.  The members are asked 
to give their suggestions for any of the above activities and, where possible, the 
committee does its best to accommodate these ideas. We have an annual general 
meeting every January when our new committee is elected.


Obviously the pandemic meant two years when we couldn't meet but birthday cards were 
still sent to the members and regular updates of when and where we would resume 
normal services were also circulated.  Happily, last September saw us meeting once 
again.  The turnout was good and gradually we have seen an increase in the numbers 
attending, feeling safe to try to get back to normal.  Our current membership number is 
29 with several guests possibly joining us.


Every year we choose a local charity to support and fundraise for.  Prior to lockdown our 
charity chosen was The Blackdown Support Group which does so much good in the local 
community and across the Blackdown Hills.  Because we had been unable to do any fund 
raising it was decided, at the AGM to continue this year to give them our support and we 
started by holding an Afternoon Tea at The Throgmorten Hall on Thursday 12th May 
inviting everyone in the community to join us in raising some funds for them.  The goodies 
on offer included sandwiches and cakes kindly prepared by our willing volunteer bakers.


A monthly report is supplied to the Parish Magazine in which we tell everyone of our news 
and forthcoming events and we are pleased to announce that our membership has 
increased in the last few months.


The Ladybirds hope of continue in the years ahead, giving friendship and fun to the 
community and surrounding areas.


Dunkeswell Garden Society 

The Garden Society is pleased to be able to say they are planning a Flower show for later 
in the year, once the date is arranged.  The Garden Society has not met since 2019 when 
Covid Restrictions were first in place and now hope to be able to return to normality.




Public Open Session 

Cllr Stevens, thanked,  Olly Starr for his help in the Parks throughout this last year,  Mike 
Reene for grass cutting and keeping our communal areas looking lovely and also thanked 
the councillor’s and clerk for their efforts as they then thanked him.


The Chairman asked if there was any other items for discussion, there were none. He then 
thanked everyone that had attended and the meeting was closed.



