
Minutes of the Meeting of Dunkeswell Parish Council held in the Village Hall on  
Monday 17th October 2022 from 7.30pm 

Present: 	 	 Cllrs John Barrow (Chairman), Tina Page, Andrew Luscombe, Philip Stevens, John 	
	 	 	 Sipple, County Councillor Iain Chubb, District Councillor’s Colin Brown & David Key

Apologies: Andrew Maynard, Brendan Procter (Vice Chairman), Kerri Webber,

In attendance: Mrs Kay Smith 

All councillors are politely reminded of their obligation to declare interests under the Code of Conduct. 
In making decisions the Parish Council recognise their statutory duties provided for in Section 11A(2) of the National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (National Parks) and Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (AONBs) that 
in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land, they shall have regard to their purposes (ie conserve 
and enhance their natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment 
of their special qualities by the public).  

22/77 Receive apologies - Apologies received and accepted

22/78 Minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 15th August 2022 to be agreed as a correct 	
	 record of that meeting. No meeting was convened on 19th September due to the period of 	 	
	 mourning for Queen Elizabeth II

Resolution: The minutes of 15th August 2022 were agreed as a correct record of this meeting and duly 	
	 	 signed.

22/79 Declarations of Interest and Risk Assessment: To receive declarations of interest and to note 

any additional risks.  - No Interests declared.

22/80 Public Open Session - There were no members of the public in attendance

Planning  
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/

22/81	 Decisions (for information)

	 Approval with Conditions - 22/1818/FUL Unit 10A Flightway Dunkeswell Business Park 		
	 Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 	4RD - Erection of a single detached garage.

	 


Approval with Conditions - 22/1137/FUL Air Westward Dunkeswell Airfield Dunkeswell Industrial 
Estate Honiton EX14 4LG - Erection of an office building with a first floor viewing room.

22/82 Planning Applications (to be considered)
	 a) 22/1712/FUL Lakeview Manor Dunkeswell EX14 4SH - Demolition of existing building and 	
	 construction of new single storey building for pool, leisure facilities and offices (for discussion)

Comments - In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 	
	 	 the following was submitted to Planning Online on 17.8.22..

	 	 “In principle the Council have no objections to this application but do continue to have 	 	
	 	 concerns around the increase in the number of holiday homes/gym/ leisure facilities at the 	
	 	 site, in regards of the capacity of the sewerage system in Dunkeswell and the traffic that 		
	 	 could be coming through the lanes from the Dunkeswell direction. 

	 	 Sewerage - In previous applications,  the Council have raised this as a concern     
	 	 The reason for the concern is, given the location of Lakeview, that any accidental escape of 	
	 	 run off/foul water could discharge into the river, something the council would wish to 
	 	 pre-empt and 	avoid.  The Council would like to be assured that the private pump that 	 	
	 	 pumps to the main sewer is adequate and maintained regularly. 
	 	 The council do question whether the foul water/sewage system in Dunkeswell, in general, is 	
	 	 able or can continue to accommodate the rising additions to it, that have and are occurring 	
	 	 over time and wish to highlight this issue and ask this be considered. 

	 	 Traffic increase - As with previous applications, the Council wish to continue to encourage 	
	 	 Lakeview to actively promote accessing Lakeview from the Luppitt Common road.  This 		
	 	 greatly helps to ease any local issues.  The council believes that this route is probably the 	
	 	 most frequently used in most cases currently, but would like to ensure that if this 		 	
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	 	 application were granted that this was encouraged by the owners for all visitors as part of 	
	 	 their pre arrival information.” 

b)	 22/1818/FUL Unit 10A Flightway Dunkeswell Business Park Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 
4RD - Erection of a single detached garage.


Comments - In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 	
	 	 the following was submitted to Planning Online on 6.9.22..

	 	 “There are no Objections to this application in principle, however the Council, given the size 	
	 	 and location of the garage, would ask the Committee to consider if they are minded to 	 	
	 	 approve this application, that a clause be added to the permission to ensure this is retained 	
	 	 as a garage and cannot be converted at a later date to provide additional living 	 	 	
	 	 accommodation.” 
	 c)	 22/1855/FUL Old Highwood Dunkeswell EX14 4SZ - Open-air horse training arena with 	
	 	 a permeable surface.

Comments - In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 	
	 	 the following was submitted to Planning Online on 6.9.22..

	 	 “There are no Objections to this application”

	 d)	 22/1822/FUL 4 Powells Way Dunkeswell Devon EX14 4XL - Conversion of roof space 	
	 	 to habitable use to include 3x front dormer and 5x rear roof windows.

Comments - In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 	
	 	 the following was submitted to Planning Online on 6.9.22..

	 	 “There are no Objections to this application, the Council noted that the height of the loft 		
	 	 space indicated on the drawings is 2.1 metres, this appears to be to the top of the dormer 	
	 	 windows rather than the apex of the roof and ask if this can be checked.” 
	 e)	 22/1671/FUL Garden Cottage Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 4RE - Demolish existing 	 	
	 	 outbuilding and rebuild outbuilding to existing dimensions.

Comments - In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 	
	 	 the following was submitted to Planning Online on 6.9.22..

	 	 “There are no Objections to this application”


Resolution:	 Council ratified all comments submitted under the Scheme of Delegation


22/83 Tree Decisions (for information) - None received

22/84 	Tree Applications  (for consideration) - None received

22/85	 Highways 
	 a) Issues to report - 	

• Email to be sent to the Highways Officer to enquire when the rest of Windgate Hill will be 	 	 	

resurfaced.

• Email to Highways Officer to check if the drains on Chapel Corner/into Abbey Road are clear and also 

to check that the hedge was cut back as discussed to prevent it covering the drain and causing 
water/flooding in Abbey Bungalows.


• Parking Abbey Road - The council has received complaint about inconsiderate parking in Abbey 
Road, involving 2 x cars and a trailer that block the narrow lane and cause other traffic to use the 
other side of the road where you cannot see around the corner and oncoming traffic.  A letter to be 
drafted to the owner asking that they either use the lay-by on Abbey Road or park more 
considerately.


22/86 Footpaths and Bridleways - All up to date 
a) Annual Parish Paths Partnership Autumn Workshops 2022 - Chair and Clerk attended


22/87 Environment 
22/88 Community and Governance 
a) Parks -  
New Century Park - Due to the imminent closing of the DCP&LG accounts, Clerk has requested that 	 	
	 invoices for grass cutting/maintenance are added to the monthly invoices for the PC.  The 	 	
	 remaining balance in the DCP&LG account to be transferred to the PC account as soon as 	 	
	 possible and the account closed.  Clerk to inform the Charities Commission.
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Resolution: Cllr Stevens has endeavoured to find out who the Trustees are for the DCP&LG Bank 	 	
	 account. One Trustee has been identified and Cllr Stevens/Clerk to try and find out who the 	 	          
	 other are.  Once identified, The Council agreed that the accounts be checked and reconciled, to 	
	 close the accounts and for the balances to transferred the Parish Council account and to inform 	
	 the Charity Commission of this decision.  From the point of transfer of funds the New Century Park 	
	 responsibility will fall under the Parish Council as a whole.  

	 a) Village Hall - As requested, a letter has been sent the the Village Hall Committee, along with an 	
	 agreement to be signed by both parties (17.8.22)

Comment - Letter received and to be passed to clerk.

	 b) The Trust Deed - Clerks recommendation, to consult a Solicitor to read and confirm the deed to 
	 avoid potential hold ups when applying for the grant. 

Resolution: It was resolved to seek the services of the Solicitor and confirm the arrangements as laid out 	
	 in the trust deed. Clerk to action.

	 c) Quotes for works - Clerk to ask the preferred providers to review their quote and amend where 	
	 necessary, in respect of costs before completing the grant application.  The preferred suppliers 	
	 being,  Ridge Roofing, Watts Electrical, GM Ceilings, N.J.T Plumbing and JKS Flooring. 

Resolution:  It was agreed that quotes should be reviewed by the suppliers of the services to ensure they 	
	 are as up to date as possible before the grant is applied for due to the current financial climate. 

Clerk to action at appropriate time.                                                                                                                       
 
b) PC Email Accounts - As agreed at the August meeting .GOV.UK email accounts for all 	 	

	 councillors have been requested and will be made available as soon as possible - Noted

	 c) Sandbags - Email from DCC to ask if more are required, discussed with chairman and agreed 	
	 that no further supply was necessary at this time (For agreement) - Noted

	 d) Blossom Hill/Marcus Road Update - Cllr Sipple to update Council

Comment- 

Hornbeam Country Park (previously Blossom Hill) -  Cllr Sipple and the District Councillors updated the 
Council, following issues being reported by “residents” at Hornbeam Country Park.  A number of residents 
were granted a waiver by EDDC regarding the period of time they can reside at their lodges.  EncoreParcs 
have removed the ability for post to be delivered, bin collections, service engineers to access some homes 
on the site.  A resident has written to the Chief Executive at EDDC and informed them;  in response a reply 
has been sent asking EncoreParcs to re-instate the benefits removed as it is felt to be unreasonable. 


e) Weeds/Pavements/Hedges - following receiving more than the usual messages regarding this, council 
	 to consider this.  Actions taken so far, Hedges Post on Facebook, Pavements are the responsibility 
	 of DCC, Weeds on Pavements, DCC used to carry out works regularly but this is now only done at 	
	 Junctions and where it improves safety.

Resolution: This was discussed at length, whilst the Parish Council are not responsible for pavements, 
kerbs and hedges abutting pavements. it understands the complaints received.  Budget constraints at 
District and County level mean that hedge & verge trimming along with weed killing on the kerbs is much 
less frequent and likely to become even more so, with likely budget reductions in the coming months. The 
reported issues are almost 100% from Highfield residents.   The Council discussed how difficult it is to 
deal with this problem,  given the advice to not use weed killers and burning being another option, they 
agreed that almost all measures are very temporary.  It was suggested that the Parish Council could 
arrange this as a “one off” job. The Councillors debated the issues and it was unanimously agreed that 
whilst they could do this as a “one off” that the likelihood would be that this would become an annual task 
with an annual cost and that this could be viewed as unfair, as the benefits would really only be for those 
on Highfield. They also discussed what might happen if they did take on this task; it was felt that although 
this would make the area look tidy it would be difficult to say no to any request made and that this could 
lead to ever increasing costs for the whole community. Bearing all this in mind the Council resolved 
unanimously, not to take on this task.  

The Council thank those who currently tend to some of the shared areas and also to those who already do 
the areas around their property and would like to ask the Community for their help.. if we all do the area 
around our property, the edges and kerb edges,  this would help to improve the area considerably, please, 
if you can, help those less able than yourself and together we can improve the area for everyone.
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If anyone would like to discuss this further with the Councillors or you have a suggestion that might help 
you are always welcome to attend the the meetings, dates for upcoming meetings can be found on the 
home page at https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/ 
f)   Local Plan - Zoom Meeting rearranged for 20th October, 7pm, Council to consider nominating a 	 	
	 councillor to follow progress at EDDC and update all Councillors monthly at the meeting.

Comments - The Council discussed the progress of the EDDC Local Plan, with regards to the identified 
site/s an overview was provided by Cllr Sipple, who had listened into to the latest Strategic Planning 
Meeting and the District Councillors added their understanding of this.   The Local Plan is not out to Public 
Consultation as yet and Council agreed that comments will be made at that time.  Council asked Cllr 
Sipple to continue to monitor the meeting and report at Council meeting to keep everyone updated.  Cllr 
Sipple accepted.

g) Queen Elizabeth Memorial - To consider a memorial for Queen Elizabeth II

Resolution: Due to the length of the meeting this was deferred to the November Meeting

h) Clerk - To help prioritise the clerks workload.

Resolution: The Clerk presented what was believed to be an acceptable priority list for outstanding tasks 
and Council agreed.

22/89  Finance (For information/agreement)  

a) Grants Received – £  
	 b) Receipts -	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 £ 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 £  

(Cheques for October were Agreed and Payments made in September were ratified)


	 d) Internet Banking -  to be arranged - Noted

e) Finance report - to review, comment and approve the October Finance report


Resolution: Council approved the Finance report and agreed the Clerk should prepare a draft budget and 
precept for review at the November meeting. 

22/90	Account balances – Parish Account - 

	 a) at 31st August 2022, statement number 159 Closing Balance £43932.94  (This is a reconciled balance at 	
	 27th September 2022) - Noted and reconciliation signed

	 b) at 30th September 2022, statement number 160 Closing Balance £ 60267.44 (This is a reconciled 		
	 balance at 13th October 2022) - Noted and reconciliation signed

22/91 Clerks update/Report 

  c) Cheque Payments

September Payments - made using Scheme of Delegation

Cut & Strim Gardening Services to £ 91.00

DALC - VAT Training £ 36.00

Staffing Remuneration £ 1234.72

DPC HMRC PAYE  £ 77.63

Clerk -  Expenses, Stationery, Stamps £ 22.15

October Payments - to be agreed

Cut & Strim Gardening Services to 17/10/22 and Inc NCP & Dog Path £ 308.00

Feniton PC - Operation London Bridge £ 7.08

Staffing Remuneration £ 922.74

DPC HMRC PAYE  - refund £ 0.00

Clerk -  Expenses, Stationery, Stamps, Printer ink £ 77.14

https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/
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	 i)	 To agree if a letter should be sent to Buckingham Palace.

Comments - 	 It was agreed that letter to Buckingham Palace was not required and that the condolence 	
	 	 books should be archived together at Devon Archives

	 ii)	 Village Halls Audit, All Devon halls to be audited by Devon Communities, email forwarded to 
	 	 Councillors. - Noted

	 iii) Trip/Mens shed funding requests - 

	 	 a) Email forwarded to Councillors and reply to TRIP  to say that the PC have donated in this 	
	 	 Financial Year. Noted

	 	 b) The Blackdown Community Shed grant application for consideration.

Resolution: Council felt that with limited funds available and a higher number of applications received in 
	 	 this financial year, that the budget was already stretched and felt what little remains should 	
	 	 be spent within the Parish.

	 iv)	 Website - Compliance report received, no issues were identified. - Noted


v) PSPO Consultation - emailed to all for information/comment - Noted

	 vi) Books of Condolence to be archived at Devon Archives, clerk recommends purchase of 	
	 	 two replacement books to be stored by the clerk.

Comments: Due to the length of the meeting it was agreed to defer this item to the November meeting

	 vii) EDDC CAT Consultation - emailed to all councillors - Noted 

viii) Year 2000 celebration - A previous resident of Dunkeswell has kindly sent a folder of 	 	
	 	 pictures, newspaper clips and other reports recording the year 2000 events.  This will be 	
	 	 archived at Devon archives.  Following a phone call there is more photos and other 	 	
	 	 information that could be sent. Council agreed that they would like to have this and have 	
	 	 agreed to pay the cost of postage.  Clerk to arrange this. 

22/92 Business at the Chairman’s discretion (no decision making during this item)

	 Grant application - A grant application from the Ladybirds was received at the beginning of the 		
	 meeting, a decision was deferred to the November meeting. 
	 Email, web and social media enquiries have been responded to and councillors copied in, 	 	
	 councillors are asked to consider if further action or correspondence is necessary. 
	 Dates for meetings 2022 - 2023 can be found at https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/

	 Next meeting - 21st November 2022, Dunkeswell Village Hall, 7.30pm

https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/

