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 DUNKESWELL & SHELDON 
PARISH NEWS  

Circulation: +900 copies x 10 issues per 
year, distributed by volunteers, to all 
households in Dunkeswell & Sheldon.  
Production and Publication by 
Dunkeswell Parochial Church Council 
Contents: Articles, events  & adverts 
relevant to Dunkeswell and Sheldon and 
submitted in A5 size  
 

Finance: The average annual cost  per 
magazine is £10.  Publication costs are 
met from: Reader’s Subscriptions:  
Subs may be handed to PCC treasurer, 
PCC members or the magazine  
distributors. Cheques made payable to 
PCC Dunkeswell  
Donations from Societies & Organisations 
whose reports are included. 
 

 

 

Advertising: As a Community service,         
Advertising rates are kept as low as  possible. 
 

CHURCHWARDENS: 
Dunkeswell  St. Nicholas: 
None at present 

Sheldon  St. James the Greater:  
Dr. Keith McEwan:  Trederwen,   
Sheldon  EX14 4QU.  01404  841511                                                                                            
SECRETARIES TO PCC: 
Church Administrators: 
Sara Gordon 07717222404 
sara@dunkeswell.org.uk 

Dunkeswell:  Barbara Simmonds –  
Old Wolford Farm, Dunkeswell.  
bjpsimmonds@gmail.com 

01404 549107 

Sheldon Parish Council Secretary:   
Claudia Napier 01404 841482 
 

WELCOME TO DUNKESWELL LEAFLETS 

A Dunkeswell PCC production, available 
through the printers & distributors.  

Editor:  
Janine Deane-Dinnis                     
0787 9873718  / 01404 890085  
dunkeswellmagazine@gmail.com   
    
Advertising:                                
Gordon Lewis,   
12 Kennedy Way, Dunkeswell,     
EX14 4XG  01404 891872  
johnlewis583@btinternet.com  
 

Distribution Manager:                 
Mrs Ann Stevens,  
Connetts Farm, Dunkeswell  
EX14 4QZ    01404 891684 
 

Printing carried out by:  
Axminster Printing Co.  
01297 32266  
www.axminsterprinting.co.uk 

Advertising Rates:    
 Cover pages   x 10 issues: 
£127.00 full page     £76.00 half    
£44.00 1/4 page (not  available)  
 Inside pages  x 10 issues: 
£107.00  -full page    £67.00—half      
£ 41.00—1/4 page 
Inside pages  x single issue 
 £22.00—full page    £17.00- half   
£14.00 1/4 page 

 

NB: Adverts: MUST be submitted in size 
and format as they are to be printed  
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DUNKESWELL & SHELDON ORGANISATIONS  
 

Dunkeswell Parish Council: Mr. John Barrow   (Chairman)         01404 891676 

Parish Council Clerk: Mrs. Kay Smith                                01404 892757 

Footpaths & Tree Warden: Mr. John Barrow                     01404 891676 

Dunkeswell Surgery:                                                           01823 681720 

Blackdown Practice Manager: TBA               01823 680555 

Blackdown Support Group: Elizabeth McNab                            01823 681036 

Blackdown Hills Repair Café: Stephen Lehner         07715460783                                                   
Dunkeswell Post Office: Julie Meads & Kerri Winter         01404 891832 

Dunkeswell Methodist Church: Mr. Tony  Butler              01823 680441 

Dunkeswell Village Hall: Ceinwen Conroy   (Bookings)                01404 891564  
Dunkeswell Village Hall: Chairman Trevor Berry    01404 891677 
Dunkeswell Art Group:  Lorraine      01823 681549        
Dunkeswell Allotment Assoc. Mrs. C. Ede                       07488356048 

Dunkeswell Bell Ringers: Brenda Eastell                            01395 487117 

Dunkeswell Hand Bell Ringers:  Mrs. B Simmonds             01404 549107 

Dunkeswell Garden Society:  Mrs Heather Sweetland    01823 680287 

Dunkeswell Pre-School/Toddlers: Mrs. Helen Brooks       01404 891622 

Dunkeswell Rovers AFC: Mr. Rob Williams (Secretary)     07881373845 

Dunkeswell Youth Club: Mrs. Anne Barratt                         01404 891692 

Throgmorton Community Hall:  Bookings - Dan Power   01404 891519. 
Highfield Sports & Social Club: Gary Foxwell                  01404 891921 

Highfield Garage: Alister Pym, Shaun Prettejohn                01404 891258 

Highfield Stores: Julie Meads & Kerri Winter                       01404 891015    
Ladybirds:  (Chairperson) Carol Gill    01643 3709949  
    Sec. Mrs Joyce Steatham  01404 891845                                 
The Aviator: Mr. Jason Farrant                                               01404 890009 

Devon/Somerset Flight Training: Mr. Brendan Proctor     01404 891643 

Skydive UK Ltd: Mr. Jason Farrant                                           01404 890222 

Devon/Somerset Gliding Club: Mr. Stuart Procter               01404 841147 

SW Airfields Heritage Trust:  Chairman  Brian Lane-Smith          01884 820319 

               chairman@southwestairfields.co.uk  |  www.southwestairfields.co.uk  
Sheldon Neighbourhood Watch: Mr. David Whipp             01404 841598 

Sheldon Parish Meeting:     Claudia Napier                            01404 841482                              
Sheldon Singers:    Mrs. Julie De’Ath- Lancaster                      01884 821381 

Sheldon Village Hall: Mrs. Andrea Carr (Bookings)                    01404 841367 

MP: Mr. Richard Foord Lib Dem.                    richard.foord.mp@parliament.uk 

DCC Ward Member: Iain Chubb                                                    01297 35468 

EDDC Ward Member: Mr. Colin Brown        01404 46402 

      Mr. David Key                01404 861287 

EDDC Dog Warden                                                                        01395 571517 
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All copy for the Parish News should be with the Editor by the 
12th of each month.  A5 in size and in either Word or PDF For-
mat.    Thank you.  dunkeswellmagazine@gmail.com 

Calendar dates should cover: - 1st Feb 23/7th March 23 

Janine Deane-Dinnis—07879873718 / 01404 890085 

Disclaimer: The Parish News accepts no liability for:-                                                           
Any claim made by any advertising.                                                                                                        
Any error or omissions in the advertisement as submitted by the advertiser.                                                  
Any legal action as a result of the advertisement.                                                                                                  
Any opinion expressed in the Parish News which may be those of the author but not 
necessarily of the editor. 

Editor’s Note: 

Another year is almost behind us and what a year it has been, the 
Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, the death and funeral of our beloved Queen 
Elizabeth. Highest UK summer temperatures ever experienced, seismic 
changes within the British Government, the war in Ukraine, as well as 
huge energy and fuel price rises, and predictions of economic doom. 
 

But all was not doom and gloom!  England women inspired a nation with 
their remarkable Euro 2022 win at Wembley in the summer.   England 
won their 2nd football World Cup in a year and Birmingham hosted the 
2022 Commonwealth Games.  
Many events that had to be cancelled during lockdown are once again 
taking place, and in Dunkeswell, residents go about their business as   
usual! 
 

Want to get that festive feeling?  Read about some interesting Christmas 
facts you may not have known on page 32, or how people celebrate 
Christmas in other countries on page 41. 
 

NB - Advertisers:  Do you need to refresh or update your advert? 

We offer an ad design service at a nominal fee, a percentage of which 
goes towards the church funds.   
Contact - John Lewis on 01404 891872, or  
Janine on 07879873718  
 

Janine 



5 

Two new Covid variants show 'rapid growth' -  
warning issued as 700 cases confirmed  

New symptom 

Are the symptoms of XBB and 
BQ.1 different from Omicron? 

As yet we do not know. What we 
do know are the main symptoms 
of COVID-19 to look out for: 
• High temperature 

• A new, continuous cough 

• A loss or change to sense of      
 smell or taste 

• Shortness of breath 

• Feeling tired or exhausted 

• An aching body 

• Headache 

• Sore throat 
• Blocked or runny nose 

• Loss of appetite 

• Diarrhoea 

• Feeling sick or being sick. 
 

In recent weeks a new symptom 
has been added to the list.  
The Zoe Health Study has  
identified sneezing as a potential 
symptom. of the virus.  
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St Nicholas Church 
 

Church Services 

11.00 am  

(unless otherwise stated)                           
     

December 2022 
 

Dec 04:    Holy Communion                                  Rev’d Peter Horder 
                      
Dec 11:    9.30 am Holy Communion                    Ven. Andrew Beane               
 

Dec 18:    10.30 am Carols & Christingle                 
                  Throgmorton Hall   
 

Dec 23:     6.00 pm Traditional Carol Service        
                   St Nicholas Church 
           
Dec 24:     11.30 pm Midnight Communion       Rev’d Peter Horder 
 

Dec 25:     10.00 am Christmas Day Family Service   

January 2023 

Jan 01:     Holy Communion                                  Rev’d Geoffrey Walsh 

Jan 08:     9.30 am Holy Communion                   Rev’d Jane Penn 

Jan 15:     11.00 Covenant Service at the  
                  Methodist Church, Dunkeswell 
Jan 22:      Morning Worship                                 Peter Girling 

Jan 29:     10:30am  Songs of Praise                  Lay Led 

 

ST JAMES THE GREATER - SHELDON:  
 

 December 

4th   Dec  03:30pm              Christingle                      Lay Led                                  
11th Dec  09:30am              Morning Worship       Lay Led 

18th Dec  09:30am              Holy Communion          Revd. Jane Penn 

25th Dec  09:30am    Christmas Carols by request  Lay Led 
 

January 

8th Jan   09:30am              Morning Worship           Lay Led 

15th Jan           09:30am              Holy Communion            Revd. Jane Penn 

22nd Jan           11:00am             Holy Communion            Revd. John Fairweather 
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COME AND ENJOY OUR  

CAROL SERVICE  

AT  

DUNKESWELL ABBEY 

 ON  

THURSDAY  15th DECEMBER,  

AT 7pm.    

 REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW.    

EVERYONE IS WELCOME...  

Carols & Christingle 

Sunday 18th Dec. at 10.30 am 

Throgmorton Community Hall 

Dec 23:     6.00 pm Traditional    
 Carol Service   
 St Nicholas Church 
           

Dec 24:     11.30 pm Midnight  
  Communion        
 

Dec 25:     10.00 am Christmas Day 
Family Service 
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From Rev Penn’s pen—December 2022 

You must have heard it said - ‘Christmas, it’s for the kids, isn’t it?’  
Yes, that’s true. The magic and delight of Christmas is enjoyed by a child in a 
way impossible for an adult to experience. We did once. For myself, I can 
still recall my childhood Christmas experience – the sense of sheer,  
concentrated, magical bliss. Not much of it was to do with Jesus and the  
story of his birth, even though we were a church going family. It was more to 
do with Father Christmas, the prospect of a sack heaving with presents,  
family feasts and great films on TV. 
 

Now, as an adult, I do not experience Christmas like this anymore. There is 
still magic, but the source of the magic has shifted from a portly, red-faced 
Christmas Eve visitor to the story of our Lord’s birth. And this most definitely 
is a story for adults. 
 

Think about it. This is an adult story if ever there was one. Mary conceives a 
child - a complicated and irregular teenage pregnancy. Her fiancé, very    
naturally, threatens her with divorce and social disgrace. Then they journey 
to Bethlehem because the over-bearing ‘big-brother’ State wants to count 
all of its citizen. At journey’s end, in the full, bustling busy town of            
Bethlehem, there is no caring face to help out the young couple in need; the 
birth takes place in a stable, amidst squalor and mess.   
The Shepherds, dirty, despised workmen, shunned by the rest of society, are 
bizarrely given the news of Jesus’ birth through a terrifying vision of angels. 
King Herod, fearing for his own throne and his hold on power,  
orders the slaughter of a whole generation of baby boys in the hope of 
‘eliminating’ the baby Jesus. Mary, her young child, and Joseph are forced to 
flee to Egypt – they become, in effect, asylum seekers. 
 

You see, this is a very modern, adult story, full of scandal, violence, shame, 
desperation and hardship. How, you might ask, can this very realistic and 
gritty story be a source of ‘magical delight’? Because it tells us that this is 
how God works with us. If God was present once in scandal and shame and 
desperation, and found this a fitting way for his Son to be born, then we can 
be reassured that He will be present in the confusing mess of our own lives. 
 

Wishing you all   A Merry Christmas 

Jane 
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From Rev Penn’s pen—January 2023 

SANCTUARY 
This is about your village church building, and is relevant for each one of 
the six parishes in the Dunkeswell Mission Community 

 

Here in this space, the deep things of life - birth, marriage, death - are 
marked and celebrated and accepted. It is a place of depth. But this 
space is also a place of ‘Sanctuary’ . . .  
  

REST 
 

Here you are invited to find Rest. Think of this space 
as an oasis in a busy, tiring world. Bring the burdens 
that fill your heart and mind into this space and let 
go of them, one by one. We have a promise that 
Christ will take our burdens and refresh us. It is a 
promise made to us all. 
  

PEACE 
 

Here you are invited to find Peace. Think of this space as the absence of 
division, bitterness and turmoil. Leave behind all that divides you – from 
others, from yourself, from GOD – and rediscover here a place of deep 
peace in you heart.   
We are told that the Peace of GOD passes our understanding.  
Let this sacred Peace flow into you. 
  

STILLNESS 
 

Here you are invited to find Stillness. Think of this 
space where the turmoil and activity and frenetic pace 
of a desperate world can be left   behind. In the stillness 
and calm you can recover the deep truth about who 
you are. Just be still, and in your stillness you may     
experience the presence of the One who is GOD. 
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Have you Heard? 

Nothing Can Separate 

By Katherine Loop 

From her bedroom window, Rebecca eyed the children playing in the 
snow enviously. How she longed to play with them! “Now, Rebecca,” she 
remembered her father telling her that morning. “You can’t play in the 
snow today.” “Why not, Father?” Rebecca had asked. Every day, the 
neighbourhood children gathered at a park just behind Rebecca’s house. 
“Just trust me, Rebecca. It’s not what’s best for you today,” her father 
had replied.  
 

At the time, Rebecca had responded by kissing her father on his cheek 
and assuring him that she would stay inside and read. But now she was 
having second thoughts. It is beautiful outside, she thought to herself. It 
was true: the sun was shining brilliantly. Why wouldn’t her father let her 
go play? Why should she have to miss out on all the fun? 

When a snowball exploded just outside her window, Rebecca decided 
she couldn’t stand it any longer. She simply had to go join the others! 

Leaving her book on the table, Rebecca slipped outside.  
 

She tried to tell herself she was having a good time, but all the while her 
heart felt uncomfortable. She kept looking this way and that, fearful least 
her father see her. After a few hours, Rebecca finally said her goodbyes 
and headed back towards the house. She wanted to be safely lodged in 
her room before her father came home. Intent on getting to her room as 
quickly as possible, Rebecca didn’t see the glove someone had left on the 
stairs until her foot slipped on it. Next thing she knew, she had fallen   
several stairs. To her horror, she noticed that she had hit her father’s  
favourite picture when she fell! A huge gash ran along the front of the 
picture. 
 

Normally, Rebecca would have hurried immediately to her father after 
such a fall but not this time. How could she face her father right now? 
She had disobeyed him! Biting her lips to keep from crying out, Rebecca 
grabbed the ruined picture and hobbled to her room. 
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For the remainder of the day, she lay in agony. Her body ached from the 
bruises she received on her fall. But her heart—ah, that ached the most! 
She felt certain that her father would no longer love her. She had 
messed up in the past, but surely this time she had gone too far! He 
would probably never want to speak to her again. How could he still love 
her? She sobbed uncontrollably on her pillow. She had always been close 
to her father. They had played and studied together. They had laughed 
and cried together. But not now. No, she felt certain that all those won-
derful times were over.  
 

Who knows how long she would have lain there had not her nana come 
in to check on her. Rebecca’s nana had a way about her of finding out 
exactly what was wrong and offering solid, wise counsel. Tonight was no 
exception. “Rebecca, dear,” she said firmly, but gently. “You’ve been 
very wrong. But you must not continue in your wrongness by sitting 
here. You must go to your father with the broken picture in your hand 
and tell him everything.” “Oh, but I can’t! I’m not worthy of His love!” 
Rebecca sobbed. Her nana sighed patiently. “You were no more worthy 
of it yesterday than today, child. Your father loves you because you’re 
his daughter, not because of anything you do or don’t do. Hasn’t he told 
you everyday since you were a little girl, ‘I love you’? Do you doubt his 
word? Do you really think his love is dependent on you?” 
 

Doubt his word—that was an angle Rebecca had never thought of        
before. Maybe she should go see her father…yes, she must go see him, 
for if she didn’t, she’d never be able to rest. So, still shaking and trem-
bling with fear, Rebecca limped down the hall to the living room. She 
paused at the doorway. Her father was sitting in his chair, just like he did 
every night. He looked up when she entered, and a smile radiating with 
love illuminated his face. 
 

“Ah, you’ve come at last! I’ve been waiting. Come, sit here on my lap.” 
As he spoke, he opened his arms widely. Rebecca couldn’t stand it. “Oh, 
you don’t understand, Father! You can’t love me anymore. I’ve been ter-
ribly wicked and-” Rebecca held up the picture frame for her father to 
see. “I know, Rebecca—more than you think. I watched you go outside. I 
watched you fall and hit the picture frame. I saw it all.” 
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“You did?” Rebecca was flabbergasted. “But-but weren’t you at work?”  
Her father shook his head. “I took the day off to spend some special time 
with you. That’s why I told you not to go outside to play. Ever since I saw 
you fall, I’ve been longing for you to come to me so I could bandage your 
wounds and help you. Won’t you come now?” 
 

Rebecca could hardly believe her ears. Her father had 
planned to spend the afternoon with her…and she had 
missed it. Oh, what foolishness! Yet her father knew it 
all…and loved her anyway. Could it be? “But, Father, 
how can you love me now?” 
 

Rebecca’s father smiled a smile she would never forget. 
“Rebecca, dear, I loved you before you were born. 
You’re my daughter. And I will always love you.  
Although sometimes your actions will result in conse-
quences you could have avoided, nothing can ever  
separate you from my love. Now won’t you come and 
let me help you with those bruises?” 

 

What will separate us from the love Christ has for us?                                      
Can trouble, distress, persecution, hunger, nakedness, danger, or violent 

death separate us from his love?  

Our Father in heaven gives us an overwhelming victory in all these    
difficulties.”  Romans 8 

Time to remember the real reason why 
we celebrate CHRISTmas –CHRIST     
JESUS! 

Carol Fouracre 
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PRAYER INTERCESSIONS FOR  DECEMBER 2022 : 
Peter Horder 01404 890094 

1st.  We pray for Upottery parish – their residents – small businesses – 
church officers, congregation members – school staff & pupils. 
3rd.  Give thanks for Francis Xavier, Apostle of the Indies, 1506 -1552. 
Educated in Paris - & with Ignatius of Loyola, became the first members of 
the Society of Jesus, or Jesuits.  Francis sailed for Goa, on the west coast 
of India in 1541.  He travelled all over the East Indies, evangelising, & es-
tablished churches in Ceylon, Malacca, Malaya & Japan - & died on board 
ship as he entered China in December 1552. 
4th.  2nd Sunday of Advent.  May God grant us grace to live each day as if 
it were the day of his coming – by sharing his word with love & faithful-
ness, suppressing all evil, & caring for the sick & vulnerable. 
7th.  We remember Ambrose – born in Trier in 339, he became governor 
of northern Italy – was highly respected, & urged to accept the role of 
Bishop of Milan.  He proved his worth, becoming a teacher & preacher of 
great renown.  Writing hymns & promoting the essential divinity of Christ 
as being at the centre of Christian faith.  He upheld the position of the 
church against interference by the state – He died on Good Friday, April 
4th in 397. 
8th.  Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  We praise God 
for preparing her to be the Mother of his Son Jesus – giving thanks for his 
coming as our Saviour, with his promise to return as Our Supreme Judge. 
9th.  We give thanks for the production team & performers of the 
Dunkeswell Pantomime this weekend, & pray that this annual first class 
happy event will be well supported by the community. 
11th.  3rd Sunday of Advent.  We give thanks for John the Baptist, sent to 
prepare the Way of the Lord.  May we make ready our hearts & lives to be 
worthy to receive him afresh as our friend & Saviour. 
13th.  We remember Samuel Johnson, born in 1709 – a prolific writer & 
literary editor, & a faithful member of the Church of England.  His well 
known essay ‘The Rambler’ – appearing twice weekly between 1750 &  
1752 – earned him the nickname ‘The Great Moralist’ – a well deserved 
term of great honour and affection.  
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18th.  4th Sunday of Advent.  May we approach the Christmas story with a 
fresh sense of awe and wonder – honouring the birth of Jesus, the       
Incarnate Word – God’s gracious gift to mankind.  We pray for those 
leading and attending the Carols & Christingle service at Throgmorton 
Hall. 
19th.  We pray for our junior schools & churches – locally & throughout 
the Christian world – performing Nativity plays and sharing carol services. 
22nd.  We pray for families who will be struggling to give their children 
the Happy Christmas they deserve during this cost of  living crisis - & for 
the various charities providing help and support for the homeless. 
24th & 25th.  At this wondrous Christmastide – may we honour the birth 
of Our Saviour Jesus Christ, giving praise & thanksgiving to Almighty God. 
26th.  The Feast of St. Stephen.  The first Martyr – revered for his          
eloquent speech before the Sanhedrin, in which he showed how the Jew-
ish history led to the birth of Jesus, & his impassioned plea that ALL 
should hear the Good News.  In Acts, Luke describes Stephen as being 
filled with the Holy Spirit & seeing Jesus at the right hand of the Father.  
Stephen’s passionate testimony led to him be stoned to death.  
27th.  The Feast of St. John.  Apostle & Evangelist. – who proclaimed    
Jesus as the Word Made Flesh.  John – was one of the sons of Zebedee – 
the one whom Jesus loved – he was present at the Transfiguration,  the 
Last Supper, the Garden of Gethsemane, & at the foot of the Cross shar-
ing Jesus’ agony, & later as a witness to the to his resurrection, - showing 
his devotion & faithfulness to the Lord. 
28th.  The Holy Innocents.  Herod the Great was appointed King of the 
Jews by the Roman authorities in Palestine, & in his 33years he was    
ruthless with his subjects.  Today we remember the young children who 
suffered at Herod’s command, as he sought to kill the infant Jesus.  
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PRAYER INTERCESSIONS FOR  JANUARY 2023 

 

1st.  The Baptism of Christ.  We praise 
our heavenly Father for giving His Incar-
nate Son the name Jesus – who seals our 
salvation - & for his baptism in the       
Jordan by John the Baptiser, anointing 
Jesus with the Holy Spirit.  May we, who 
have been baptised into His Name – 

Keep the covenant we have made, confessing Him as Lord & our saviour. 
2nd. Give thanks for Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea – who strongly 
defended the Divinity of Christ, against pressure for the establishment of 
Arianism – which denied the doctrine of the 3 – fold Trinity.  His teaching 
was truly orthodox, as ratified in the text of our Nicene Creed.  
4th.  In this New Year may Almighty God strengthen our resolve to be 
more faithful in our Christian Witness, & to place our trust in his unfailing 
love, & our hopes that His Will & purposes be fulfilled in our lives. 
6th.  Feast of Epiphany.  May we - & all your people, Lord, shine with the 
radiance of Christ’s glory – as He is the true light of the world, who over-
comes all darkness -this we ask for His holy Name’s sake, Amen. 
8th.  We pray for families across the United Kingdom struggling to settle 
financial commitments, following expenditure over the Christmas season. 
10th.  Give thanks for William Laud – appointed Archbishop of Canterbury 
by his ally King Charles in 1633 – to counter the reforming Puritan move-
ment.  He firmly believed that God’s majesty should be upheld in the   
liturgy of the Church, & expected clergy & preachers to follow his lead.  
The Puritan majority in Parliament impeached him in 1640, imprisoned 
him, then beheaded him in1645. 
13th.  We remember Hilary – born in 315, given a sound education & 
grew proficient in Latin & Greek.  He was baptised at 30 years, & elected 
Bishop of Poitiers in 350.  Hilary steadfastly confessed Jesus to be both 
human & divine – being of one substance with God the Father.  His gentle 
and kind nature adhered him to many. 
15th.  We pray for Plymtree parish – residents, teachers & children at the 
school, church officers & congregation members. 
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18th.  In this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. We pray for our parishes, 
for wisdom & grace to worship & witness as One in Christ Jesus -showing 
to our community and beyond the reconciling power of the Gospel, to 
the glory of His Holy Name. 
20th.  We continue to pray for the NHS – for the pressures affecting    
hospital staff; ambulance drivers & paramedics suffering stress & frustra-
tion, with delays to transfer patients into hospital. 
24th.  Give thanks for Francis de Sales born in 1567, educated in Paris & 
Padua – priested & preached against Calvinism to win back the Chablais 
to Roman Catholicism.  In 1599 he was appointed Bishop of Geneva & 
moved to Annecy.  Through preaching & writing, he emphasized the    
importance of prayer & meditation for all believers. 
25th.  Feast of Paul’s Conversion.  – fully related in Acts, when he        
persecuted Christians, before his calling to preach the saving power of 
Jesus to both Jews & Gentiles.  God set him apart for this significant    
ministry. 
27th.  We pray for Crisis & similar charities who will be reaching out to 
the homeless & vulnerable in our towns & cities through the winter, find-
ing shelter & a helping hand to those less fortunate than ourselves. 
28th.  Give thanks for Thomas Aquinas:- a teacher of the Mediaeval 
Church – born near Aquino in Italy – educated by Benedictines at Monte 
Cassino, & then at Naples University.  He shared theological wisdom in 
his homilies & hymns, enriching the church with holiness & learning. 
30th.  We remember Charles Stuart, King of England – the 2nd son of 
James 1st.  Enthroned in 1625, he came up against an antagonistic        
Parliament & religious puritanism.  He resisted both powers to his cost, & 
tried to enforce high Church Anglican practice.  Imprisoned tried and put 
to death in 1649.  Through God’s grace, may We Seek Him through Jesus 
with pure & humble hearts – be 
faithful in our service, & to pray 
for those who mock & persecute 
us.  
Amen. 
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Methodist Church 

Dunkeswell 
 

Rev. Zdzisiu Hendzel      
01823 662724  
All are welcome to attend our  
Services - 11.00 am 

December: 
4th  Rev. Hendzel 
11th  Mrs R. Hartley - Holy Communion 

18th  Mr. D Greet     - Carol Service 

 

January: 
1st  Local arrangement 
8th  Mr. R. Allington 

15th  Rev. Hendzel - Covenant - Holy Communion 

22nd Mr. M. Chapple - Unity Sunday 

29th  Mrs. G. Atkinson 
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Synopsis of the Minutes of the Meeting of 
Dunkeswell Parish Council held in the  
Village Hall on Monday 21st Nov. 2022 
from 7.30pm 

Next meeting - Tuesday 13th December 2022,  
Dunkeswell Village Hall, 7.30pm 

Planning  
https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

Decisions 

Approved - 22/1671/FUL Garden Cottage Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 4RE - 
Demolish existing outbuilding and rebuild outbuilding to existing dimen-
sions. - Noted 

Approval with Conditions - 22/1712/FUL Lakeview Manor Dunkeswell 
EX14 4SH - Demolition of existing building and construction of new single 
storey building for pool, leisure facilities and offices. - Noted 

Approved - 22/1822/FUL 4 Powells Way Dunkeswell Devon EX14 4XL - 
Conversion of roof space to habitable use to include 3x front dormer and 
5x rear roof windows - Noted 

 

Planning Applications 

a) Certificate of Lawfulness - 22/2396/CPE Turbury Croft Dunkeswell 
EX14 4QN - Certificate of existing lawfulness application to demonstrate 
the occupation of Turbury Croft in breach of occupancy condition as set 
out in permission reference 7/56/91/P0243/00182. 
Resolution: As far as the Council understands goods were being sold in 
compliance with the Agriculture tie.  
b) 22/2317/FUL & 22/2318/LBC Musgrove Farm Dunkeswell Devon 
EX14 4RR - Conversion of barns to 3 No. Holiday let accommodations and 
additional amenity space for dwelling. 
Resolution: The Council had concerns with regard too the increase in 
traffic journeys on a single track lane and the consensus was that there is 
already enough holiday accommodation within the Parish 

 

https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/
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Tree Applications 

a) 22/2550/TRE 16 Potters Stile Dunkeswell EX14 4XA - Ash (T1): either 
pollard at approximately 5 metres above ground level or dismantle to 
ground level. (Scheme of Delegation as received late) 
Comments - In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the 
Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, the following was submitted to Plan-
ning Online on 21.11.22 - Support this application 
 

Highways 

a) Issues to report - Drains on Chapel corner - Abbey Road flooded gar-
dens and walkways, Tencery Orchard report road surface boulders being 
washed to the bottom of the road.  Manhole hole cover has dropped on 
the highway near junction into Aviator. Madford bridge crossways flood-
ing pipe blocked. 
 

Community and Governance 

Parks - Cllr’s to meet and tighten the climbing board in NCP and tree on 
the corner of the Allotment/ MUGA entrances,  to be removed as trunk is 
split  

b)   Local Plan -Update 

Comments - Local Plan consultation information sent to all councillors, 
Council agreed to draft a letter raising their concerns and/or objections, 
clerk to draft this. 
Email, web and social media enquiries have been responded to and coun-
cillors copied in, councillors are asked to consider if further action or cor-
respondence is necessary. 
Dates for meetings 2022 - 2023 can be found at  
https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/ 

  

EDDC Local Plan  As you may be aware the EDDC Draft Local Plan has 
now been published for consultation. It is important that you have your 
say on the issues that matter to you.  The full publication can be viewed 
at https://eastdevonlocalplan.commonplace.is/ 

If you have no Internet access, View the Local Plan and accompanying 
maps at local libraries or at East Devon District Council offices by appoint-
ment. Phone 01395 571533.  In addition, drop in events have been  
arranged, please see the poster for locations, dates and times. 

https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/
https://eastdevonlocalplan.commonplace.is/
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HAIR & BEAUTY SALON 

Unisex Hair Salon Opening: 
Tuesday to Saturday (Late night Thursday) 

Come and meet our professional team 

who will look after your hair and beauty needs. 
 

Beauty Treatments available: - 
Gel Nails, Acrylics; Massage, Spray Tanning; Waxing;  

Lash Lifts & Tints; Ear Piercing; Pedicure 
 

Call today ~ 01404 891133 
Free Parking 

 

HIGHFIELD STORES & POST OFFICE 

Open 7 Days a Week 

Monday – Saturday 7am-9pm Sunday 8am-8pm 

Post Office Open Shop Hours!! 
01404 891015 

 Wide selection of Groceries; Wine; Beer & Lagers; 
Fresh Meat; Fruit & Vegetables 

National Lottery 

Fantastic Monthly Offers!! 
Come and have a browse 

Situated next to the Fish & Chip Shop & Indian Restaurant  
In the centre of the Highfield Estate. 
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The Dunkeswell 
Farmer’s Market: 
2nd Saturday of every month 

 

Saturday  
10th December 22 

9am - 12md 
 

Throgmorton  
Community Centre 

NB: No market in January  
 

 
 Farm meat & eggs 

 Homemade pasties 

 Cards & crafts 

 Pies & cakes  

 Plants & veg 

Many other local  goodies to choose from,      

so why not come along, do your shopping  with 

us, and avoid the  hustle  of the High Street. 
 

Refreshments  will be available.   

All proceeds go to  
The Throgmorton Community Hall 

Come and support our hall  
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The Dunkeswell Garden Society are delighted to  
announce that the Open Spring Show will be held on  

Saturday April 1st 2023.  
Classes will include flowering spring bulbs, handicraft and   

baking as well as plenty for the children 
to show off their artistic skills.    

There is still lots of time to plant your 
spring  

flowering bulbs for the  
competition and to dust off your  

cameras ready for the winter 
themed photo class.  

We look forward to seeing you next year. 

 

Dunkeswell Community Centre - Saturday 10.00 - 12.15    
  Dec. 10th -  Jan. 21st 2023 - Feb. 18th - March 18th 

Wednesday 10.00 - 10.30 

 Jan. 4th — Feb 1st — March 1st & 29th 
 

info@librariesunlimited.org.uk Call: 0345 155 1001  
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MONEY  
MATTERS: 

Royal Mail stamps warning: 1st and 2nd class stamps 
unusable within 100 days: 

 

Royal Mail stamps must be used by 31 January before they become    
invalid for postage, as the national postal service and courier urges      
customers to check their wallets and drawers for non-barcoded stamps - 
and use them.    Update:  This date has now been extended to July 23 
 

Which Royal Mail stamps are being withdrawn? 

The stamps that are becoming invalid at the end of next January are 
known as “definitive” or “everyday” stamps. Usually sold in books of six 
or 12, the 1st and 2nd class stamps feature the profile of the late Queen 
Elizabeth.  
They normally have “1st”, “2nd” or a price on them. They do not feature 
any other picture, and do not have a barcode.  
Themed stamps - such as Royal Marines stamps and those with Aardman 
animated characters (like Wallace and Gromit), which were released this 
month by Royal Mail - as well as Christmas stamps are not affected and 
remain valid for use. 
 

How do I swap the stamps? 

Anyone unable to use their non-barcoded everyday stamps by 31 Jan. 
will be able to exchange them for newer barcoded ones free of charge.  
To swap the stamps, customers need to complete a Stamp Swap Out 
form and send it to Royal Mail along with their non-barcoded stamps. 
 

Why are they being withdrawn? 

Royal Mail is withdrawing the non-barcoded stamps as it switches its  
focus onto stamps with barcodes, which it says makes deliveries more 
efficient and improves security. 
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The Pros & Cons of a wood burning stove: 
A wood burning stove can offer you the closest experience you’ll get to a 
traditional open fire and they can cut a home's heating bill by 10%,      
according to the Energy Saving Trust . 
But, there are some downsides: 
• The initial expense of a wood burner and installation can range from 

£500 to more than £5,000 for fancier designs. 
• Many modern properties aren’t designed to accommodate a wood 

burning stove, even if you can afford to install one 

Wood is not so cheap. TikTokker Mark Kidd, an eco-sufficiency expert, 
calculated a 7kg bag of wood priced at £7.50 at Tesco produces the 
equivalent of 25p per kilowatt hour (kWh) which is more expensive than 
gas (capped by the Energy Price Guarantee at 10.3p per kWh) though 
cheaper than electricity (currently capped price at 34p per kWh)  
A wood burning stove won’t heat your entire home in the same way as 
central heating.   While burning wood will heat up a main room you      
depend on residual heat to spread to other rooms. 
The Pros and Cons of Central heating: 
The biggest advantage of central heating is the comfort it provides. It is 
the only form of heating that will heat your entire home evenly and let 
you make full use of every room in your home. That all-round warmth 
from central heating is just not possible from other forms of heating 

• Convenience. You can usually ‘set and forget’ an automated heating 
system or enjoy flexibility with app-based control systems 

The current energy price limit means the average household in the UK 
will pay around £2,500 a year in energy bills.  
If you divide this by 12, that’s £208.33 a month. This means over the six 
months from mid-October to mid-April would be £1,250. 
 

But, that figure is actually likely to be higher in reality because we  use 
most of our energy over winter. We don’t notice this higher usage in 
winter because some direct debits spread the cost over the whole year. 
It means we technically pay for energy we don’t use in the summer so 
that we’re not handed a shock bill in winter.  

https://energysavingtrust.org.uk/
https://www.themoneyedit.com/household-bills/energy/energy-price-rise-actions-to-take
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Christmas facts you may not have known: 
 

You can thank Prince Albert for your Christmas tree  
When Prince Albert of Germany got a tree for his new 
wife, Queen Victoria of England, the tradition really 
took off. 
A drawing of the couple in front of a Christmas first 
tree appeared in Illustrated London News in 1848. 

 

8 million - The number of natural Christmas trees consumed by the UK 
each year 
364 - The total number of gifts listed in "The 12 days of Christmas" 

1957 - The year of the first ever televised Queen's Christmas speech 

8 million - The number of natural Christmas trees consumed by the UK 
each year 
25 million - The number of Christmas puddings we eat every year 

15 - The average age of a Christmas tree when it is sold 

3 - The number of Christmas trees planted to replace each one harvested 

230,000 Tonnes - The amount of wasted Christmas food that is thrown 
away each year 
10 million - The number of Turkeys cooked in the UK every Xmas 

957 - The typical number of calories in your average Christmas dinner 

Mince Pies 

Although now mostly containing spicy fruit, in Victorian times, mince pies 
were made with beef and spices. 
Tangerines 

The tradition of putting tangerines in stockings comes from 12th-century 
French nuns who left socks full of fruit, nuts and tangerines at the houses 
of the poor. 
Wassailing 

Carols began as an old English custom called wassailing, toasting neigh-
bours to a long life. 
Carols 

Carols weren't sung in churches until they were introduced by St Francis 
of Assisi in the 13th century. 

http://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas-trees
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Stockings 

Hanging stockings out comes from the Dutch custom of leaving shoes 
packed with food for St Nicholas's donkeys. He would leave small gifts in 
return. 
Christmas Trees 

Nearly 60 million Christmas trees are grown each year in Europe. 
Noel 
The word Noel derives from the French expression "les bonnes 
nouvelles" or "the good news". 
Turkey 

Before turkey, the traditional Christmas meal in England was a pig's head 
and mustard. 
Banning Christmas 

In 1647, after the English Civil War, Oliver Cromwell banned festivities. 
The law wasn't lifted until 1660. 
Christ's Mass 

The word Christmas comes from the Old English "Cristes maesse" mean-
ing "Christ's Mass". 
Christmas Pudding 

Christmas pudding was originally a soup made with raisins and wine. 
Cracker Design 

London sweet maker Tom Smith created the first Christmas crackers in 
1847, based on the sweet wrapper design. 
Dutch Santa 

Santa Claus comes from a Dutch folk tale based on Saint Nicholas, or Sin-
terklaas, who gave gifts on December 6. 
Boxing Day 

Boxing Day gets its name from all the money collected in church alms-

boxes for the poor. 
Mistletoe Kisses 

Kissing under the mistletoe is thought to spring from Frigga, the Norse 
goddess of love, who was associated with the plant.  Mistle thrush birds 
eat the plant's berries, digest the seed, and then help the plant germi-
nate with their droppings. The Germanic word for mistletoe literally 
means "dung on a twig." 

http://books.google.com/books?id=d3bov9J_1w0C&pg=PA216&dq=mistletoe+dung&hl=en&sa=X&ei=OW7wTr30A8S22gXymOWsAg&ved=0CF8Q6AEwCA#v=onepage&q=mistletoe%20dung&f=false
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TERRY PIKE 

GARDENER 

(Locally established) 

• All Garden work  
 Undertaken 

• Regular Maintenance 

• Pruning Trees and 
Shrubs 

• Hedge Trimming 

• All work considered 

 

01404 850779 
 

Mobile 0737 811 6199 

 



35 

The First Christmas 

The first Christmas celebrated in Britain is thought to have been in York 
in 521AD. 
Christmas Bonus Law 

In Greece, Italy, Spain and Germany, workers get a Christmas bonus of 
one month's salary by law. 
When were Christmas crackers invented? 

The first Christmas crackers - a traditional festive favourite - were made 
around 1845-1850 by a London sweet maker called Tom Smith. 
Norway provides the tree in Trafalgar Square  
Since 1947 Oslo has sent a Xmas tree to London to 
thank us for our help in the Second World War. 
Xmas 

The abbreviation Xmas isn't irreligious. The letter X is a 
Greek abbreviation for Christ. 
Holly 

The holly in a wreath symbolises Christ's crown of thorns while the red 
berries are drops of his blood.  
Christmas Cards 

The first commercial Christmas cards were commissioned by civil servant 
Sir Henry Cole in London in 1843. Featuring a family drinking wine, one 
sold for £8,469 last year. 
The Birth of Jesus 

Many theologians estimate that Jesus wasn't born on December 25 but 
sometime in September between 6BC and 30AD. 
Jingle Bells 

James Pierpont's 1857 song Jingle Bells was first called One Horse Open 
Sleigh and was written for Thanksgiving. 
Jingle Bells was the first song broadcast from space when Gemini 6 astro-
nauts Tom Stafford and Wally Schirra sang it on December 16, 1965.  
Christmas Comets 

Astronomers believe the Star Of Bethlehem, which guided the wisemen 
to Jesus, may have been a comet or the planet Uranus. 
Boxing Day 

Gets its name from all the money collected in church alms-boxes for the 
poor. 
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Highfield Sports & Social Club 

Unit 2, Culme Way, Dunkeswell   EX14 4JP     
07519869896 

 

Opening Hours 

   Monday: 7pm-11pm 

Tuesday: Closed  
 Wednesday: 5pm-11pm 

     Thursday 5pm-12am 

  Friday 5pm-12am 

           Saturday 2pm-12am 

               Sunday 2pm-11pm 
 

Pool – Darts – Skittles – Snooker – 
Jukebox  

BT Sport – Live Bands    
  Kids Play Room 

 

Members’ Happy Hour every Saturday 6pm-8pm 
 

Meat draw & Members draw last Sunday of  
every month at 4pm 

 

See notice board outside the club and our  
Facebook page for weekly and upcoming 

events 
 

Everyone welcome including well behaved dogs 

Non-members £1 on entry 
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Sunday July 31st 
10.30 am 

Throgmorton Hall 
 

Dunkeswell PANTOMIME  

ANTHONY & CLEOPATRA 

A PANTOMIME 

 BY GILES BLACK 

THROGMORTON HALL 

DECEMBER  

FRIDAY 9TH  7.00PM 

SATURDAY 10TH  3.00PM 

Sunday 11th 3.00pm  

 

TICKETS AVAILABLE IN THE  

VILLAGE STORES AND GARAGE                            
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The Best Shortbread  
Recipe - a Christmas treat! 
 

Mmmm, shortbread!  
It tastes like such an indulgent 
treat yet it is so quick and easy to 
make - it only needs 3 ingredients! 
Go on, go make it now...  

 

Prep Time 10 minutes Cook Time 15 minutes  
 

Ingredients 

 250g (2 cups) plain flour 

 150g (2/3 cup) butter, softened (room temperature) 

 60g caster sugar (1/3 cup), plus extra for sprinkling 

 

Instructions 

 Preheat oven to 180C/160C Fan. 
 Grease the baking tin/line with parchment paper. 
 Add the butter and sugar to a mixing bowl.  
 Cream it together using an electric mixer, or if you don’t have 

one, use a spoon. 
 Sift the flour into the bowl and gently mix it in. 
 Using your hands, mix together until a soft dough has formed. 
 Press the dough into the baking tin, and use your hands to  
     ensure the dough is flat and reaches the edge of the tin. 
 Using a knife, gently score the shortbread into pieces. 
 Optional: use a fork to decorate the shortbread biscuits. 
 Bake in preheated oven for around 15-20 minutes, don’t let the 

biscuits brown. 
 Take the shortbread out of the oven and gently score again. 
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How people in other countries celebrate New Year: 
 People of Denmark practice throwing dishes at the doorsteps of   

other people. This is believed to bring many new friends to the     
person on whose doorsteps the dishes are thrown. 

 Denmark also has a custom of making an evening meal ending with 
Kransekage. This is the name of a dessert which is actually a cone-

shaped cake with a steep slope. The cake is then decorated with flags 
and firecrackers. 

 Spanish tradition is to eat 12 grapes at midnight of 31st December. 
While eating these grapes, Spaniards will make wishes. This tradition 
is believed to bring good luck for those who practice it. This grape 
eating tradition started back in 1895. 

 Then we have Japan where the bells in Buddhist Temples are rung 
108 times. This is to welcome the God of New Year -  Toshigami. 

 Talk of Greek traditions and you will find kremmida or onions hang-
ing on their doors. They hang the onions on their doors on New 
Year’s Eve wishing their children’s goodwill. 

 New Year’s Eve has a special name in Belgium. It is known as Sint  
 Sylvester Vooranvond. People in this country toast with customary 

champagne and children write letters to godparents or parents on 
the day of New Year. 

 In Portugal, Hungary, Austria and Cuba, pork is a standard New Year 
food and it signifies prosperity and progress. 

 Greece, Mexico and Netherlands go for ring-shaped pastries and 
cakes which signify that the year has come to a full circle. 

 The most common New Year resolutions include ‘quit smoking’, ‘lose 
weight’, ‘stay healthy and fit’, ‘save more money’ and ‘get (more) 
organized’. 

 Most English speakers traditionally sing the song ‘Auld Lang Syne’. It 
is actually a very old song from Scotland and was first published in 
1796 poet Robert Burns in the book titled Scots Musical Museum. 
The literal translation of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ is ‘old long since’ and       
actually means ‘times gone by’. 

http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/people/A0809554.html
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Wednesdays 12.00md - 
1.00pm 

Tumi’s Keep Fit Throgmorton 
Comm. Hall 

Every 3rd 
Wednesday 

10.30 am 
11.30 am 

BS Group Coffee 
Morning 

Throgmorton 
Comm. Hall 

Monday’s & 
Thursdays 

9.30 am - 
03.00 pm 

Riverside Club 
Hemyock 

Blackdown Healthy 
Living & Activity 
Centre 

Thurs 29th Dec 

January 23 

2nd Friday 

4th Tuesday 

03.00 pm 

 

07.00 pm 

03.00 pm 

Film Club  
Members only 

Throgmorton 
Comm. Hall 

Mondays exc. 
Bank holidays 

07.00pm AndysMansClub 

RFC - Honiton 

All Hallows  
playing field 

Mondays 08.00 pm Bingo Night Highfield Sports 
& Social Club 

Every 2nd Tues 

 

12.30 - 
2.30 pm 

BSGroup Lunch 
Club  

Throgmorton 
Comm. Hall 

Every 2nd 
Thursday  

2.30pm The Ladybirds Throgmorton 
Comm. Hall 

REGULAR EVENTS 
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Diary dates— December 2022 / January 2023 

 Christmas Church Services:  

Sun. 4th 03.30 pm Christingle St James Sheldon 

Sun. 18th 10.30 am Carols & Christingle Throgmorton Hall 
 11.00 pm Carol Service Methodist Church 

Fri. 23rd 06.00 pm Traditional Carols St Nicholas Church 

Sat. 24th 11.30 pm Midnight Communion St. Nicholas Church 

Sun. 25th 10.00 am Christmas Day Service St. Nicholas Church 

 09.30 am Carol Service St. James Sheldon 

 

 DECEMBER 2022  

Sat. 3rd 10.30 - 12.30 Christmas Fair Sheldon Village Hall 
 04.00 - 06.00 Children’s Xmas Party Old Village Hall 
Thurs. 8th 02.30 pm Ladybird’s Xmas Party Throgmorton Hall 
Fri. 9th  
Sat. 10th 

Sun. 11th 

07.00 pm 

03.00 pm 

03.00 pm 

Pantomime : 
Anthony & Cleopatra 

 

Throgmorton Hall 

Sat. 10th 09.00 - 12.00 Farmer’s Market Throgmorton Hall 
 10.00 -12.30 Devon Mobile Library Throgmorton Hall 
Sat. 17th 07.00 pm Sheldon Concert St Paul’s church Honiton 

Tues. 20th 12.30 -02.30 BSG Xmas lunch 

Booking  is essential - 
Throgmorton Hall 
01823 681036 

  JANUARY 2023  

Wed. 4th 10.00 -10.30 Devon Mobile Library Throgmorton Hall 
Sat. 7th 07.00 pm Old Twelfie  Old Village Hall 
Sun. 15th/22nd 11.00 pm Covenant Unity service Methodist church 

Wed. 18th 10.30 am BSG  Coffee morning Throgmorton Hall 
Sat. 21st 10.00—12.15 Devon Mobile Library Throgmorton Hall 
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Our  

This is the time of the year when 
we give thanks to all those people 
who make it possible for our Parish      
magazine to continue int0 2023 
 
 

 

☺ All our advertisers, without whose support the magazine would not be 
able to exist! 

☺ To Anne Stevens and the volunteers who go ‘the extra mile’ to deliver 
the magazine to residents in all weathers! 

☺ To Gordon Lewis who is responsible for so much, including advertising 
and keeping the finances on track. 

☺ To Sara Gordon, Carol Fouracre and Barbara Simmons who keep us 
updated on church matters. 

☺ Kay Smith – Town Clerk, for working late into the night to get the 
Council minutes out on time 

☺ To everyone who submitted items about their events, articles and  
other information - keep it up!! 

☺ And to your editor, Janine, who puts it all together and does her best 
to bring you interesting and informative content etc. 

 

But most of all to YOU our readers. 
Your continued support will ensure the magazine will prevail for years 
to come.   Thank you... 

A very big thank you to everyone who kindly contributed       
towards the Operation Shoe Box appeal. 
Including all the beautifully knitted hats, gloves, scarves, toys, 

useful pens, books etc., as well as the generous donations -  Anne Stevens 
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Sheldon Singers  -  
Christmas Concert,  
St Paul’s Church, Honiton   
Saturday Dec 17th  @ 7pm                                                                                    
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Dunkeswell Allotment  
Association 

Allotments are currently 

available for let.  Choice of  

full or half plots.  

If interested please  

contact Tony Wilder on 

890241 to look around and 

discuss your  

requirements.  

DRAINCLEAR 

DRAIN JETTING AND 
BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED 

Septic tanks and  
Bio plants emptied and 

maintained 

Over 30 years in business 

Call or text Rob 

07886800678 
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Serving turkey this Christmas? 

Use this chart to work out what size 
Turkey you need: 
Approx number of servings/ Oven 
ready weight (at room temp)  
4-6 / 2-2.5kg 

6-8 / 3-3.5kg  
8-10 / 4-4.5kg 

10-12 / 5-5.5kg  
12-15 / 6-6.5kg 

15-17 / 7-7.5kg  
 

Cooking your turkey  
Weigh your turkey before cooking to calculate timings. Coat it with 
butter, season and loosely cover in foil. Allow 30-35min per kg. S 

ee the chart below to work out timings  
 

Timings, calculated for an oven temperature of 190°C (170°C fan)  
Oven ready weight (at room temp) / Cooking time 

 

2.5kg / 1hr 15min-1hr 30min 

 

3.5kg / 1hr 45min-2hr 

 

4.5k / 2hr 15min-2hr 40min 

 

5.5kg / 2hr 45min-3hr 10min 

 

6.5kg / 3hr 15min-3hr 50min 

 

Aim for the bird to be ready at least half an hour before you plan to 
eat, so it can rest.  
For golden, crispy skin, remove the foil about 1hr before the end of 
cooking time, and baste regularly. 



49 

This turkey à la king recipe features turkey, peas, and mushrooms in a creamy 
sauce served over puff pastry boats, toast, pasta or rice. 

Ingredients 

• 2 tablespoons butter 

• 3 fresh mushrooms, sliced 

• 1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

• 1 cup chicken broth 

• 1 cup chopped cooked turkey 

• ½ cup heavy cream 

• ⅓ cup frozen peas, thawed 

• salt and pepper to taste 

 

Directions 

1. Cook and stir butter in a large skillet over medium-low heat until 
golden brown. 
2. Add mushrooms to the skillet and cook in browned butter, stirring 
occasionally, until tender. Stir in flour until smooth. Slowly whisk in 
chicken broth; cook until slightly thickened. 
3. Stir in turkey, cream, and peas. Reduce heat to low; cook until 
thickened. Season with salt and pepper. 

 

Turkey salad: 
Ingredients 

5 cups cooked turkey meat, chopped / 1 cup finely 
chopped celery / 1 fresh jalapeno pepper, diced /             
3 tablespoons sweet pickle relish 

1 cup mayonnaise / 1 tablespoon dried coriander 

2 teaspoons salt / 2 teaspoons pepper 

Directions 

In a bowl, mix the turkey meat, celery, jalapeno, relish, and mayon-
naise. Season with coriander, salt, and pepper. Chill in the refrigerator 
until ready to serve. 
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07791 521448 to book 
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YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY IS A LIFELINE THIS WINTER  

We know it’s going to be a tough few months ahead with the cost-of-living 
crisis and heating bills rising. So, Libraries Unlimited is launching a ‘Libraries 
for Life’ campaign to remind everyone that we’re not just about books!  
 

You can sit in the warmth and use our free WiFi, or book a computer.  
Up to 2 hours free use per day for library card holders.  And here at Honiton 
Library are groups ranging from to Bounce & Rhyme for babies and toddlers 
to Baby Weighing. There's also Adult Colouring and a Knitting & Crochet 
group. And don’t forget if you’re housebound or struggle to get to the 
library, our Home Library Service can deliver not just books but a friendly 
chat too!  
 

It's really quick and easy to join the library and it's FREE!  
 

Linda Isaacson  
Honiton Library Supervisor  

01404 42818 

www.librariesunlimited.org.uk  

Operation Rudolph Christmas Meal    
(see page 45 for the menu) 

A free Christmas day meal is available for anyone who feels they 
may struggle on Christmas Day for whatever reason; including: 

• Being alone on Christmas Day 

• Finding it hard to fit a Christmas meal into the budget 

• Finding it difficult to prepare a Christmas meal  
• Not having enough time, such as being a caregiver  

This is not an exhaustive list and we won’t turn anyone away.  
If you feel you need us, we will be more than happy to help. 
This year, our Christmas meal will be held at the Mackarness Hall, Honiton and 
we hope you can join us in the festivities.  
 

We also understand that some people may not be able to join us in person, and 
as such we will also be operating a free meal delivery service on Christmas Day. 
Phone  0300 365 4540 to book     Email : info@inspiring-connections.org 
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DUNKESWELL 

ALISTER PYM, SHAUN PRETTEJOHN, TINA PAGE 

 
 

XMAS OPENING HOURS: 
Sat 24th – Closed / Christmas Day – Closed 

Mon 26th – Closed / Tue 27th – Closed 

Wed 28th – 9am - 12 

Thu 29th – 9am - 12 

Fri 30th - 9am – 12 

Sat 31st – Closed / Sun 1st – Closed 

Mon 2nd – Closed 
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The York inn 

Honiton Road, Churchinford. TA3 7RF              

  01823 601 333 

NOW AVAILABLE: 
UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM WITH WIFI, PROJECTOR & 

SCREEN. IDEAL FOR MEETINGS, PRIVATE PARTIES 
 

Country Pub offering a warm welcome.  
Log Fire. Large selection of Ales including local brews, 
Games Room, Large screen TV. Monthly Meat Draw. 

Lots of Special Events  
Good wholesome food using local ingredients 

lunchtime & evenings.        
Specials board & Homemade Pie Board. Takeaway.  

Sunday Roasts. Saturday Breakfast.   
Parties catered for. Patio Area.  

Dogs Welcome 

 

                                                                 

Email: theyorkinn@yahoo.com  

www.yorkinn.co.uk 

This Photo by 

http://golibrarians.wordpress.com/2011/08/11/facebook-and-branding/
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Interesting Facts About the World to Blow Your Mind: 
 Did you know that the smallest penguin on the planet is only 

16 inches tall? Or that Mammoths roamed the Earth when 
the Great Pyramids were being constructed? 

 Madame Curie's notebooks are still radioactive. Researchers 
wishing to study them must sign a waiver in order to do so. 

 There are more lifeforms living on your skin than there are 
people on the planet. 

 Otters sleep holding hands. 
 Leonardo da Vinci could write with one hand and draw with 

the other at the same time. 
 The last man to walk on the moon, Gene Cernan, promised 

his daughter he’d write her initials on the moon. He did, and 
her initials, “TDC,” will probably be on the moon for tens of 
thousands of years. 

 Dr. Seuss wrote "Green Eggs and Ham" to win a bet against 
his publisher who thought that he could not complete a 
book with only 50 words. 

 In the 1960s, the CIA tried to spy on the Kremlin and Russian 
embassies by turning cats into listening devices. The         
program, called Acoustic Kitty, involved surgically implanting 
batteries, microphones and antennae inside cats. 

 The three wealthiest families in the world have more assets 
than the combined wealth of the forty-eight poorest          
nations. 

 Duelling is legal in Paraguay as long as both parties are regis-
tered blood donors. 

 Caterpillars completely liquify as they transform into moths. 
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 There are more possible iterations of a game of chess than 
there are atoms in the known universe. 

 Russia didn't consider beer to be alcohol until 2011. It was 
previously classified as a soft drink. 

 If a male lion takes over a pride, he executes all of the cubs. 
 Two-thirds of the people on Earth have never seen snow. 
 The average person walks the equivalent of three times 

around the world in a lifetime. 
 A shark can detect one part of blood in 100 million parts of 

water. 
 You are 1% shorter in the evening than in the morning. 
 It would take over 1,000 years to watch every video on 

YouTube. 
 A hippo can open its mouth wide enough to fit a 4 foot tall 

child inside. 
 A man named Charles Osborne had the hiccups for 69 years. 
 A cockroach can live several weeks with its head cut off. 
 The tongue is the strongest muscle in the human body. 
 A giraffe can clean its own ears with its 21-inch tongue. 
 Men are 6 times more likely to be struck by lightning than 

women.  
 The words written on Twitter every day would fill a book of 

10 million pages.  
 Frozen lobsters can come back to life when thawed.  
 Africa's population will more than double to 2.3 billion      

people by 2050.  
 French was the official language of England for + 600 years.  
 A flea can jump 350 times its body length, the equivalent of 

a human jumping the length of a football field.  
 https://allthatsinteresting.com   
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New builds, Extensions, Conversions 

Renovations, alterations 

All trades covered inc 

Brick, stone laying, Carpentry, Plastering, Tiling 

 Painting & Decorating 

Local – reliable – competitive rates – Fully insured 

Phone for free estimate or advice 

 

 
 

Contact: 
Christian Meads 

07860491242 

01404 892778 

Email:-   cmg.meads@btinternet.com 

                 www.meadsbuilders.com 
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Dear All, 
 

We are running Bag2School again this 
December and will be taking donations 
from 1st December for collection on 
Monday 12th December 9am.   
 

For those of you who have not heard of 
Bag2School we receive 50p per Kg of 
donated items—see list below: 
 

Items could include GOOD QUALITY:  
 

☺ Men’s, ladies, and children’s clothing 

☺ Paired shoes (tied or banded together) 
☺ Handbags and bags 

☺ Hats, scarves, and ties 

☺ Jewellery and belts 

☺ Bed sheets, pillowcases, duvet covers, curtains and towels 

☺ Lingerie, night gowns, pyjamas, socks etc 
 

NB: We cannot accept: 
Duvets, blankets, pillows, cushions, carpets, rugs, mats,       
damaged items, work, or school ware/wear, and textile offcuts. 
No bric-a-brac, stationary, or books etc. 
 

Donations can be placed in a normal bin liner/bag and dropped 
off at Pre-school during opening hours (08.30-15.00) from the         
1st December.  
 

Last term we raised £96 with Bag2school so please join us to 
see if we can beat last terms collection.   
Thank you in advance for your help.  
 

If you require any further information, please email - 
angeladunkeswellpreschool@yahoo.com  
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Piano tuning 

Repairs & restoration 

New & quality used pianos 

Transport & storage 

 

01884 906313 

Tuning: 07714 993171 
 

Web: wypianos.co.uk 

Email: hq@wypianos.co.uk 

mailto:hq@wypianos.co.uk
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You may have seen information in the national news about Warm 
Spaces initiatives across the country. These are community spaces 
which can provide a warm and safe environment for anyone who may 
be feeling the cold or finding it difficult to heat their homes over the 
coming months.  
 

We are launching a Warm Space project in Hemyock this week - please 
can I ask you to share the information with any relatives/neighbours/
friends you know who might benefit or be interested. If successful we 
may look to support or set up similar initiatives in other locations 
across the Blackdowns. 
 

The winter Warm Spaces in Hemyock will be as follows: 
 

Tuesdays 10-3 at the Healthy Living Centre, Riverside 

Thursdays 10-3 at the Church Rooms, Cornhill 
 

There will be complimentary hot drinks, soup at lunchtime, books and 
games. People can bring their own activities if they wish. It is open to 
everyone. Volunteers will be there to welcome and serve guests.  
We also hope to welcome local energy advisors who would be avail-
able for drop-in sessions on particular dates. 
 

We are also keen to find additional volunteers for the Tuesday  
sessions so if you know anyone who might be able to help for a few 
hours on a Tuesday please let us know! 

 

Working hours - Monday to Friday 9am-

11am 

Blackdown Support Group 

The Surgery, Station Road, Hemyock,       
Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SF 

     01823 681 036 

www.blackdownsupportgroup.org.uk 

http://www.blackdownsupportgroup.org.uk/
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0333 02410 2340 

 

Traditional family solicitors 
 

Neil Griffin & Co 
 

advice : help : support 
 

Every matter dealt with  

personally by Neil 
 

Divorce & Family Problems     

Wills   Probate      

Powers of Attorney 
  

Consultations by Zoom 
 

neilgriffin.co.uk 

Blackwater Chambers, 

Honiton 

01404 42609 
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    THE LADYBIRDS 

Our November meeting was a Beetle Drive 
and it was really lovely to welcome 22     
members and 4 guests for the afternoon’s 
fun.  As is normal for The Ladybirds the 

game caused a lot of hilarity and it was good to see everyone     
enjoying themselves.  There were 7 teams and after everyone 
put their mathematical hats on prizes were awarded to the  
winners and runners up. 
 

Coming up for the Ladybirds is our Christmas meeting on                
8TH DECEMBER when it will be party time!!!  Yes, we have      
decided this year that we will enjoy mulled wine and mince pies 
accompanied by Christmas music, classical favourites and well-
known Christmas songs.  We will have a competition which is to 
bring along, if you wish, an original Christmas party hat.   
It should be a good afternoon so why not join us and see what 
plans we have for the future? 

 

The day after our meeting a group of 15 are going to the 
Dunkeswell pantomime, something we are all looking forward to 
attending 

We are very busy now looking towards our next year’s           
programme.  Following Covid we have rather muddled through 
this year, calling on and enjoying, some previously booked speak-
ers.  Now we are open to ideas for possible enjoyable after-
noons of fun and entertainment.   
The only thing planned at present for 2023 is our AGM which 
will be held at The Hare & Hounds where we will get together 
to enjoy a lovely meal and look forward to the future. 
 

Don’t forget, we would love to welcome you to our meetings.        
As stated above our December meeting is party time and a good 
meeting to meet new people and enjoy yourselves.  It begins at 
2.30 and will last for approximately 2 hours.   
 

For more information feel free to ‘phone either Chairman 
Carol at 01643 709949 or Joyce at 01404 891845.       
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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MDH Plumbing  
 & Heating 

 

All aspects of domestic plumbing covered. 
From a new tap to a new bathroom! 

New installations, plus maintenance. 
Emergency call-outs 

 

Local, friendly family business. 
City and Guilds Qualified.  

Fully insured 
 

Call Matthew: 07973834918  
for a free quote 
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Info & photos: 
https://dunkeswell.net/dunkeswell-village-hall/ 
Contact/Booking enquiries: 
dunkeswellvillagehall@gmail.com 

Tel: 01404 891564 Ceinwen Conroy 

News from the Dunkeswell    
Village Hall committee 

Need a venue for an event? The village hall is perfect for:  

 children’s parties 

 family get-togethers – large dinner parties/buffets 

 wedding receptions 

 training 

 coffee mornings 

 and many other types of events 

The Hall is fully equipped including kitchen & disabled facilities, outdoor terrace 
with gas bbq, stage 
Please contact Ceinwen Conroy (Bookings Secretary) for hire fees and bookings.  
Charges for hire: £7ph (for regular customers eg weekly/monthly clubs).  £10ph one-off hire. 

Dunkeswell Winter events 

We hope that you will join us and your fellow villagers for 
friendly, social, get-togethers in a warm and relaxed atmos-
phere.  You are always guaranteed a warm welcome, so come 
and join the fun! 
 

Past events -Annual Guy Trail – thanks to everyone who participated; 
some great guys on display again this year. Congrats to David from Tower 
Way who won the competition! And thanks to everyone who came along for 
the judging on Sat 5th Nov and enjoyed the treats. 
 

Future events/dates for your diary: 
Sat 3rd December 4-6pm – Children’s Christmas Party – Father Christmas, 

free pressie & food, fun games. See poster in Nov mag or usual poster 
locations*. 

Sat 7th January – 7pm. Wassail ‘Old Twelfie’ – see poster in this mag. 
Feb ‘23 – Trevor James singer/songwriter. Further info in Feb PMag, Parish 

noticeboards, social media etc. https://www.trevorjames.band/ 
 

Look out for further info on our events in next month’s mag, posters in the 
Parish Council notice boards, and social media sites:  Facebook ‘Everything 
Dunkeswell’ and Nextdoor Dunkeswell  

https://dunkeswell.net/dunkeswell-village-hall/
mailto:dunkeswellvillagehall@gmail.com
https://www.trevorjames.band/
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You are invited to our 

Saturday, 3rd December          
4 – 6pm 

At Dunkeswell (old) Village Hall 

 

will be there with presents…. 
Party Food & Fun Games 

(Children up to 11yrs; and in the 
true spirit of Christmas, it’s free.) 

 

No booking required, just come along  
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SMA Services  

Member of the Institute of Certified Bookkeepers  

Caring for Clients – Accounting for Business 

____________________________________________________________________   

  Bookkeeping    6, Station Road 

        Hemyock  

  Payroll     Devon 

        EX15 3SE 

  VAT Returns      
  

 Self-Assessment Tax Returns 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tel: 01823 680 298 

E-mail: sonia@smaservices.co.uk 

Web: www.smaservices.co.uk 
 

Sonia Mogford-Abbott. Cert Acc. (Open) – MICB : PM Dip. : SA Dip.. : CB Cert. 
 

mailto:sonia@smaservices.co.uk
http://www.smaservices.co.uk
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 ARMY SURPLUS HONITON 

     A WIDE RANGE OF MILITARY CLOTHING, BOOTS,  
RUCKSACKS,  CAMPING ITEMS, CAMP BEDS, TARPAULINS, 

KIDS CAMMO. 
  ALSO VETERANS BADGES, BERETS, TIES, LAPEL PINS, PLAQUES. 

         MILITARY GORE-TEX WATERPROOFS. 
 

    Open Tuesday to Friday 9.30am to 4.30pm – 

        Saturday 9.30am to 1.30pm. 
 

PROTECTEON-PLUS, UNIT 5 DURHAM WAY  
BUSINESS PARK, HEATHPARK INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,  

HONITON. EX14 1SQ    
www.armysurplushoniton.co.uk 

Tel:    01404 43612 

 

http://www.armysurplushoniton.co.uk
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Taylor Mae Therapy 

 

Full body holistic massage 
Swedish massage - Indian Facial massage 

Back, neck & shoulder massage 
Deep tissue massage   

Contact: Sonia on 07545 211 425 
6 Station Rd, Hemyock, Devon, EX15 3SE 

taylormaetherapy@icloud.co.uk 

www.taylormaetherapy.co.uk 

 

http://www.taylormaetherapy.co.uk
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New Tel No: 01884-232191  - 07507-411608  
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MANOR ANTIQUES 

RESTORATIONS 

Specialists in Antique          
Furniture Restoration 

 

Cabinet Making, Inlay,       
Repairs, Veneering 

 

French Polishing,  

Wood Finishing. 
 

Bespoke Furniture made. 
 
 

Contact - IAN WEDERELL 
MOBILE: 077 32549414 

OR 01404 891571 

ian.wederell@talktalk.net  
www.manorantiquesresto

rations.co.uk  

mailto:ian.wederell@talktalk.net
http://www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk
http://www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk

