
    Minutes of the Meeting of Dunkeswell Parish Council held in the Village Hall on              
Monday 18th September 2023

	 

Present: 	 Cllrs John Barrow, Brendan Procter, Tina Page, Andrew Luscombe, Philip Stevens, Andrew 	
	 	 Maynard, John Sipple, David Pidsley, County Councillor Iain Chubb, District Councillor’s 	
	 	 Colin Brown & Yehudi Levine 

Apologies: 	 

In attendance: Kay Smith (clerk) No members of the public


All councillors are politely reminded of their obligation to declare interests under the Code of Conduct. 
In making decisions the Parish Council recognise their statutory duties provided for in Section 11A(2) of the National Parks and 
Access to the Countryside Act 1949 (National Parks) and Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (AONBs) that 
in exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land, they shall have regard to their purposes (ie conserve 
and enhance their natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage and to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment 
of their special qualities by the public).  

23/86 Receive apologies - Cllr Pidsley, Cllr Maynard & Cllr Luscombe - accepted

23/87 Minutes of the previous meeting held on Monday 14th August 2023 to be agreed as a 	
	 	 correct record of that meeting.

Resolution: The minutes of Monday 14th August 2023 were resolved as true record and duly signed. 

23/88 Declarations of Interest and Risk Assessment: To receive declarations of interest and to 	
	 	 note any additional risks. - No Declarations were made.  
Public Open Session - no members of the public attended.

Planning  

https://planning.eastdevon.gov.uk/online-applications/

23/89 Planning Decisions (for information) None to report

	 	 

23/90 Planning Applications (to be considered)

	 	 


a) 23/1669/VAR Orchard Cottage Apple Barrel Barn Dunkeswell Abbey EX14 4RP - 
Variation of condition no. 1 of planning permission (20/5054/VAR Change of use of 
redundant barn to holiday cottage) to allow for the removal of condition no. 1 in relation to 
planning permission to enable the holiday home to be used for residential purposes. (expiry 
to comment 2.9.23)
In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 
the following was submitted to Planning Online on 16th August 2023.

Comment: The council continue to be of the view that this should remain a holiday accommodation and 
do not support this application.  As in the comments made in October 2020 on application 
20/2054/VAR and subsequently taken to Appeal and dismissed, Original Comments copied 
in below.
“ Comment Date: Tue 20 Oct 2020 
The Council do not support this application, they determined that this could be seen as 	 	 	

	 	 setting a precedent and agreed that the property should remain as per the original 	 	 	
	 	 permission granted, as a holiday cottage.” 

	 	 The Council have concerns regarding the location of the property being approx. 3.5 miles to 	 	
	 	 the nearest facilities and services and there are no walkways or pavements. The property is 	 	
	 	 accessible along a narrow, unlit, one track lane and as far as the Council can see, nothing 	 	
	 	 has changed in the time between applications to improve this. 

	 	 The Council noted that within the appeal decision it is noted that application 20/2054/VAR, 

	 	 rather than removing the condition; EDDC varied it, and issued a new decision. The 	 	
	 	 variation removed the tie between the appeal building and Orchard Cottage previously 	 	
	 	 included within condition 02, but maintained the occupancy restriction for holiday purposes 
	 	 only.  The Appeal then references the option of selling the property as a holiday home.
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	 	 From the documentation available within application 23/1669/VAR, the Council could not 	
	 	 determine what effort has been made by the applicant to either rent out the holiday 	 	
	 	 property or place on the open market, as holiday accommodation.	 	 	 


	 	 The Council are very concerned that should Officers be be minded to approve this 	 	
	 	 application, that a precedent may be set that could see many holiday homes, within 	 	
	 	 Dunkeswell, seek residential status, without the infrastructure, services and utilities to 	 	
	 	 support this.

Resolution: The council ratified the comments submitted 

	 	 b) 23/1111/OUT Land Adjacent 1 Ball Knapp Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 4QQ - Amended 
	 	 - Outline application with all matters reserved for the erection of one dwelling. (expiry to 		
	 	 comment 5.9.23)

	 	 In consultation with the Parish Council and utilising the Scheme of Delegation to the clerk, 	
	 	 the following was submitted to Planning Online on 31st August 2023.


Comment: The Council continue to believe and maintain the view of the previous comments 	 	
	 	 made as below and therefore do not support this application.


	 	 The previous application at this site (22/0889/FUL) was commented on as below.

	 	 'Comment Date: Tue 17 May 2022 
	 	 The Council do not support this application, the house would sit inside the AONB and felt 	
	 	 that this is an inappropriate space for a dwelling and that the design of the building does 	
	 	 not fit well with existing buildings in the area. In addition, they felt that the space available is 	
	 	 small and that it felt as if the building is being squashed into the space and will appear 	 	
	 	 cramped. They felt that access to the parking area on the plan would be difficult and could 	
	 	 potentially be an issue for existing properties, increasing vehicular traffic in a small lane. 		
	 	 There was a discussion around the location plan, which was felt not to show the correct 		
	 	 layout of the road with what appears to be a turning area, that isn't there. The visability from 	
	 	 the proposed parking area would be quite limited and although in a private single track lane 	
	 	 could be a potential hazard, given the already cramped conditions.' 

	 	 The Council continue to believe and maintain this view and therefore do not support this 	
	 	 application. In their opinion this site is not suitable for any development, due to it size, 	 	
	 	 cramped conditions and lack of parking space available and the current availability of 	 	
	 	 houses and bungalows within Dunkeswell for sale; existing housing stock or those in the 	
	 	 process of being built. 

	 	 In addition to this the Council would highlight that recently they were notified of access 	 	
	 	 issues and an accident that had occurred at the junction with Bluebell Road, just above the 	
	 	 entrance road to this site, when accessing the road into Powells Way. The visibility, due to 	
	 	 parked cars on the road is limited. 
Resolution: The council ratified the comments submitted


	 	 c) Due to receiving this application after the agenda was published and that the expiry to 	
	 	 comment is 11th October and before the next full Council meeting; this application is to 		
	 	 be discussed and in consultation with the Council, comments will be submitted by the clerk 	
	 	 using the Scheme of Delegation to the Clerk. 
	 	 c) 23/1972/FUL 30 Walcott Way Dunkeswell EX14 4XP - The erection of a single storey 	
	 	 rear extension and the installation of Solar Panels. (expiry to comment 11.10.23) 
Resolution: There are No objections to this application 

23/91 Tree Decisions (for information)

	 Approved - 23/1568/TCA St Nicholas Church Dunkeswell - T1: Red Oak - prune branches to the 	
	 West side. Cuts distal to previous cuts / points. 2m reduction clearance on the church side.  T2: 	
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	 Cherry - crown reduce by 1-2m height and spread. Remove deadwood throughout. T3: Yew - 	 	
	 reduce radial spread over the boundary by 1.5m length. - noted


	 Approved - 23/1466/TCA Carpenters Cottage Dunkeswell Honiton EX14 4RE - Oak tree approx. 	
	 7m to north of house - reduce the canopy on the south and east sides where it overhangs the 	 	
	 dwelling and driveway respectively by up to 2-3m, pruning back branches to suitable growth points 
	 to accord with BS3998 2010 Tree Work Recommendations and good arboricultural practice - noted


23/92 Tree Applications  (for consideration)

	 a) 23/1937/TRE 3 Jenwood Road Dunkeswell EX14 4UZ - T1, Ash with Ash Die Back : removal to 	
	 the ground level (or very hard cutting); replacement planting.  (expiry to comment 4.10.23)

Resolution: There were No objections to this application


23/93 Highways 
	 	 a) Issues to report - Potholes - Slope, Luppitt common side of Lakeview, Long Lane 	 	
	 	 outside of Crudges (garage has had 3 people for tyres  (today) caused by the potholes here)

	 	 b) The council are pleased that the resurfacing of the bottom part of Windgate Hill is 	 	
	 	 planned, clerk to contact highways regarding possibility of having some of the planning for 	
	 	 community use.

23/94 Footpaths and Bridleways - The footpath through the woods is very overgrown due to the Fir 		
	 trees who’s branches hang into the path from high up.  Warden has suggested outsourcing this, 	
	 this was agreed by all as sensible decision.  There should be enough to pay for this work from the 	
	 P3 grant. It was also agreed to pay the invoice for works already completed by the Warden May - 	
	 Sept 23 and listed below.

23/95 Environment - Dog Path this is being trimmed, the banking that has been carried out whilst the 	
	 fencing for the bungalows has been put up this more difficult.  To be discussed when the fencing is 
	 complete.  Clerk to draft a reply letter to EDDC regarding the development at the site and their 		
	 concerns regarding the amount of soil that has/is being brought on site.  
23/96 Community and Governance 

a) Parks 
i) NCP Shelter - quotes received for consideration


Resolution: This was discussed at length and it was agreed not to go ahead with a replacement shelter, 	
	 	 this due to the cost and also the report that things appear to have improved in the Park 		
	 	 since the removal of the old shelter, no bad/loud behaviour reported and much less rubbish 	
	 	 to pick up.  It was agreed that both Cllr’s and clerk will look at a seat/bench  in this location 	
	 	 and consider at the next meeting.  Whilst discussing the Park it was also agreed to 	 	
	 	 purchase new Chains & Seats for the swings ( 4 x sets) in the NCP and Churchill Parks, 		
	 	 Park wardens/	Clerk to take measurements and order.	 

	 	 b)  Marcus rd/Flightway & other concerns - As agreed at the meeting in August a letter 	
	 	 was sent to Richard Foord MP and copied to the other agencies.  Cllr’s met with Richard 	
	 	 Foord at his surgery in Dunkeswell on 30th August.  Reply from EDDC was received 	 	
	 	 24.8.23.  For discussion.

Resolution:	 The council felt their meeting with Richard Foord went well and left feeling Richard would 	
	 	 support them where he is able.  The council were pleased to receive an update from Police 	
	 	 regarding the issues reported and to know that concerns they had reported had proved 		
	 	 worth further investigation.  They were disappointed with the response from EDDC, a 	 	
	 	 reply to be drafted. Cllr Brown has offered to enquire about progress on another issue 	 	
	 	 within Dunkeswell.  District and County Cllr’s will take a look at the concerns the 	 	
	 	 Council have with the soil heaps.	 

	 	 c) Village Hall Project - awaiting the quotes to be revised, received the roofing quote, and 	
	 	 unfortunately the flooring company preferred for the toilet block are no longer able to 	 	
	 	 provide what was required.  Clerk to chase all outstanding quotes. - noted


23/97  Finance (For information/agreement)  
a) Grants Received – £  

	 	 b) Receipts -	 Sept - Mar precept - 1.9.23 - noted 	 	 	 £17500.00

	 	 	 	 Steel - sold to Allotments - 12.9.23 - noted 	 £      75.00 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	 	 d) Outsourcing Payroll - Outsourced from Month 6 pay (September) - noted  

	 	 e) Conclusion of Audit Notice - to agree the time the notice should remain on the 	 	
	 	 noticeboards.

Resolution: It was agreed that the Conclusion of Audit notice would remain on the notice boards for 14 	
	 	 days. 
23/98 Account balances -  at 31st August 2023, statement number 172 Closing Balance 	 	
	 	 £47401.64 (This is a reconciled balance at 6th September 2023) - noted  
23/99  Communications 
	 a)  Highways - Email forwarded to all Cllr’s 31.8.23, regarding new Stakeholder Relations 

	 Co-ordinators.  - noted 

	 b) Air Ambulance/Football field - Letter to club has been sent and reply received, club are looking 	
	 to resolve this, Cllr has visited the site, spoken to 	 those affected and nearby following report of 	
	 people using the field, it appears that in this instance they were not associated with the club and 	
	 therefore should not be using the field.  For discussion.

Resolution: There has been no reports since asking the Football club to intervene in this matter,  Cllr 	 	
	 Barrow has spoken with various people about this and has received no further information of any 	
	 issues.  It was agreed that for the moment any issues seem to have been addressed, but this will 	
	 be looked at again, as required.

	 c) Abbey Culvert - email from residents near the culvert that hasn’t been jetted as was arranged 	
	 for in November 2021. Email to Highways to query this, reply received to say they are chasing the 	
	 contractor.  - noted  

23/100 Clerks Update 
	 a) To note the clerk has not had time to compile the Finance report, clerk confirms that reconciling 	
	 the Bank account to the books of accounts balances with no issues. Clerk will endeavour to 	 	
	 provide a report at the October meeting. 

Comments - This was noted by Council, and the clerk checked that no councillors had any concerns 		
	 regarding this, it was agreed that other things are a priority.  Clerk will endeavour to produce a 	 	
	 report for the October meeting.  
23/101	  Business at the Chairman’s discretion (no decision making during this item)

	 a) Overgrown hedges - reported to councillors, clerk to post the poster on noticeboards and the 	
	 website and Facebook.


Part 2 – Recommendation: to close the meeting and under Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960, that the Public and Press be excluded from the meeting for the following Item to be 
discussed as it may involve the likely disclosure of sensitive and confidential information

Clerk Review Equipment - To discuss

Resolution: The meeting was closed and Part 2 commenced, Review of equipment was discussed and 
agreed.


	 Email, web and social media enquiries have been responded to and councillors copied in, 	 	
	 councillors are asked to consider if further action or correspondence is necessary. 
	 Dates for meetings 2023 - 2024 can be found at https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/

	 All Minutes & Agendas can found at https://www.dunkeswell-pc.gov.uk/council-meetings/


  c) Invoices for Payment to the date of the Meeting - September were agreed

Cut & Strim gardening services -  2023 £273.00

JL Barrow - P3 Footpaths 17 May 23 - 9 Sep 23 £662.00

Clerk PAYE  - £ 1283.54 gross 
Clerk Expenses - Stationery, stamps ATW Equipment £291.69

£ 1235.08 net 
+ Exp 
£291.69   
Total 
£1526.77

DPC HMRC PAYE - Employees & Employers £116.84
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	 Next meeting - Parish Council Meeting Monday 16th October 2023, 7.30pm at Dunkeswell 	 	
	 Village Hall.
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